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When T behold thine Heavens 
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From 
the CreaTurEs. _ 


” CEC 


Ps AL. 8.3. 


even the workes of thy fin- 
gers, the Moone and the 
Starres which thou haſt or- 


As. EE CEE ME —— 
-, 


aained: What ts man (ſay I) 
that thow art mindefull fl 
him ? and the ſonune of man 


that thou viſiteſt him? &c.\ 


SER Onſidering with my. 
a ſclfe of the benefit 
«l of Mcditation , to» 


=p) gether with the| 


B difficulty 
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| deſireth not better gueſts? Who 


 windowes , and hereby let in | 


{Now asthe Lord himſelfe, his 


| Meditation - ſoare his workes, 


{ fir objet for extraordinary, 


difficulty of 1t , which harh al. 
moſt worne it out of uſe amongſt. 
Chriſtians z I thought fit ro 
| afford a little helpe , tolcad up 
 carcfull Chriſtians into this! 
| mount of Meditation: in which 
mount God -will bee ſeene. And, | 
who ſeeth the clogge of earth 
| prefſing downe his ſoule , and | 
needeth nor this pulley to fetch | 
it up againe? And, who is ſen- | 
| fible of legions of noyſome. 
luſts, that take up the heart as; 
their proper. 'habitation., and! 


| can diſcerne the darkenefle of 
his minde, and not- open his 


| ſome light into his darke houſe ? 


principall objzet of ordinary 


| 


and execution of his decrees a 


Whereby wee have' not onely a 
ſenſuall| 


a 
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| the Creatures. 
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iſenſuall uſe-of the Creatures, as. 


the bruit beaſt : but a ſpirituall; | 


but our ſoules by them. Where- 
fore elſe did the Lord -create| 
'\them? not, as hee might, all ina] 
moment, or in a day, but 1n fixe 

| dayes : but that we might order- | 
| ly meditate of them, even in par-| 
(ticular, and gaine by them ſome 
ſound knowledge, which mjght 
refle& upon the will and under- 
ſtanding. Wherefore hath his 
wiſedome afforded ſuch variety 

and plenty of them ? bur that 

| we Chould bealwaies ſtored with. 
matter of fruitfull Meditation, 


'or matter of our  owne good. 


|And what elſe 1s the cauſe that} 


many are fo fruitleſſe and barren 


of precious tlme? but-that they 
never intended to. carry their 
| mindes along in ſuch profitablc 

Meditations: which, where they 


and profit not onely our bodies, | 


and never be without the obje&| 


'in their coarſe, and ſuch waſters| 


| B 2 dwell,: | 


F 
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Meditations from 
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| the time when this and thoſe 


dwell,fuffer not a man tobe idle 
or unprofitable in the workeg 
of the Lord, For, whereas a 
good man may bee caſt intoſuch| 
circumſtances, as hee cannot 
alway bee in good aftions : yet 


alwayes in ſome good Meditati- 
on,wherein to improve his time. | 
But to the words. | 

This Pfalme is inſcribed to. 
him that excelleth on Gittith: | 
fo alſo are $1. and 89, Pſalmes.! 
Somethinke | 

1. Becauſe David comporin- 
ded it in Gath, in his banith- 
ment. 2a6he- th h | 
2, Some, from a muſicall! 
inſtrament fo called, becauſe 
either invented or moſt uſed in 
Gath. | 

3. Some; froma kinde of 
melodions Verſe, or Song, 


4. ButrT rhinke, it reſpeReth 


fongs uſed to bee ſung, namely, 
at 


were it hard, if he might not bee | 
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F the Creatures, 


at the time Haggittith q tha? is, 
of wine preſſesor vintage: Which 
fealt wag ſolemnely celebrated 


by the Ifraclites, in which feaſt, 


| they eſpecially prayſed the name 


of God , for the great and 
manifold benefits conferred upon 
men. Which is the ſubſtance 
(of this Plalme : wherein the 
—_ extolleth the Majeſty of 


ne” By contemplating the 
 workes of nature, inthe world, 
tothe fifthyerſe. 

' 2, Byconfidering his worke 
.of grace in gathering him a 
Church , from the miſcrable 
' maſſe of mankinde. Theſe two' 


are the great workes, whercin | 


the Lords greatnefleſhinethout: | 


| 


| 


i | 


The Creation and Redemption; | 


| the one written in the volume of | 

the Creatures, the other in the | 
volume of the Scriptures, In this 

 Verle-:::-: 
| 1. Hee acknowledgeth him- 
| X i ſelfe 


————— 


oO —— 


| 


, 
OR RR TY .. Aeeeee A ae e 


| Meditations from 


———— 


Q Fr V * % _ 
*i" ** hk. o "4.7 « = py 
+ no dF anti mor ** Pp ; _ 
* 4 a co 
<> 0 OCAPANED io ou ne 


_—_—— 
» 


«4 o = $-42d x 
_—_ þ 
m vo A ot 


\ſelfe occupied i in contemplation | 
of the heavens & ſtars, Looketh 
on them nor with the eyes of | 
the body onely, but with the eye 
| of _ 

+ Thathee1s [ed to God by 
chem: For, 

Hee faith not the heavens, 
"ng thine heavens : that i 1s, 
! z, Of which thou art Ma- 

ker. 

2, Of which thou art the 
owner, poſſeflor,and in-' 
dweller. Pſalwe 89.1 2.| 
[ Thineare the heavens, 
and _ 18 the carth F. 
Gen.14 9.He1 Is poſict- 
for of "een and earth. 

[7524 Hee addeth, the worke of 
thy fingers: hands and- fingers | 
| are aſcribed to God metaphori- 

cally. And here the heavens are 
called not the workes of his: 
 hands,but of his fingers : to note 
his ſingular induſtry, his exqui-! 


tits workermanſhip and art,:and 
5 | alſo 


| haſt eſtabliſhed, that ts, thou halt | 


' and miſerable man , now. after | 


| a workmanſhip. From hence in 
_ | eencrall obſerve. | 
B4q, : Ovfer. | 
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| the Creatures. 


alſo his ſpeciall love & care over | 
theſe workes. 
3. The Moone & Starres thou 


aſſigned every one their place, | 
as confirmed them by a perpe- | 
tuall law,written in their nature, 
| & ſat them ſure & firme bounds 
| which they cannot pafle, 
| 3» In this contemplation hee | 
 cafteth his eye upon hiniſelfe, to | 
caſt himſelfe low before. God. | 
| When I conſider both the great- 
nes of the workman, & the large- | 
nefle of the worke,and for whom | 
they were framed ; then in ſenſe | 
of my baſeneſſe , thinke I, [Lord 
| what is man , or the Son of man 
as thou viſiteſt him ? &c.] Not, | 
| What is Adam , Which were no 
| great marter of pride : but what 


| 1s Enoſh? fraile,mortall,infirme, 


| his fall,that he ſhould enjoy ſuch 
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| Meditations f from = 


| * Objer. * That the voice of the| 
creatures 18 not to be baniſhed | 
| 
| 


out of the Church. 
| Reaſon 1, Ifall Scriptures bee 
profieable to teach and improve, 
then thofe that teach divine 
b things from naturall, 

"| Reaſe 2. The Prophets and A- | 
| | poſtles, and Chriſt himſelfe were 
| moſt in this kinde of inſtruRion, i 
| by Parables and Similitudes ; 
| therefore Miniſters and Paſtors 
i | may doe the like. 
 - Objett, The Creatures onely 
| { convince z they convertnot.,'',| | | 
| Sol, Muſt no dodtine of con- | 


— — TC 


- | viRtion be heard in the Church? | 
| - | the frivolous conceit of Antino- | | 
[ miſts is, Away with the Law, lct | 
| it beeburicd with Moſes, and tet 
| no man know where, after men | 
| are once come to Chriſt, But 
though wee have a ſuperiour dc- | 
Arine and helpe in the Church, | 
muſt we therefore refuſe this ? 


Ob. The Heathens had this 
4) | know- | 


hn 
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| the Creatares, 9 


| knowledge , and it is fitter for | 

them. | 
Sol. Muſt not wee know God. 
: { in his workes, becauſe the Heas- | 
thens did ? Nay, if they by his 
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| 
; workes came to know the inviſi- 
| ble things of God , may not wee | 
| | | much more, who by faith know, | 
| | that the world was made by the 4 
7 Word of God ? Heb.,11.2. it 


f 2, Did notthe Philoſophers. 
diſcourſe of God. Juſtice, Vertue, 
the chicfe good, all moralitie, 
allcivill and economicall daries? 
muſt a Chriſtian bee: therefore } 
locked upfrom them? ''* | 
| 3+ David was able todiſtin« | 
| euifh betweene things handled, 
and the manner of handling, be- 
rweene the ſame objeRt,and diffe- 
ring confiderations of them. ' So 
Chriſtians conſider the ſame | 
| heavens, earth, &c. bur ſpiriru- | 
ally and fupernaturally : as I. to 
magnific the' Creator: 2. fo ex- 
cite our faith 'avd confidence : 
BI. IE 
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| 3: to humble our ſelves, rl 
| Ob, Wee mult defire to know | 
and preach nothing but Chrilt,& | 
him crucified : therefore: away | 
with all the Law, and all the pre- | 
| paratives to Chriſt;away with all | 
rules and diretions of the Law, | 
when men are cometo Chriſt, | 
Sol. Surely, theſe men muſt 

| blot out a great deale of Scrip. 
ture ; a3, all the creation, all the 
Law and explication of it, all the 
| hiſtory, -all che parables and | 
| Gimflicudes, all that part of Scrip- 
tyre of the booke of Job; of 
Plalmes, of Prophets , wherein 
\ Gods Majeſty is exalted in the 
creatures; or put in ſome moreto | 
 it,to prohibit usthe uſe,and ſhew | 
\ usthe expoſition of chem., 
| Uſe, , As the Prophet . here 
lookerh fruitfully. on, the Hea- 
 vens,the Sun, Mooneand Starres: 
fo muſt wee. Sodid hee alſo in| 
| Pſaime. I 9.and, There is no lan-| 
guage, tongue, orſpeech, wheret 
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the Creatares, 
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their ſound is not heard; Wee 
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wW will not diſcourſe of this voice, 
& | | | as if wee were inthe Schoole of 
ay | | | Platogor Ariſtotle, of Tully de na! 
=. | tra deorym; but as inthe Schoole 
} | of Ghrift , taught by the Serip- | 
v, tures, ahd the ſpirit ſpeaking in 


them, For, 
1. Hathnot the Lord in wiſcs | 

| dome made them all ? 

| 2, Hathnot heefurniſhed us 

| with - reaſon and diſcourſe- to 


. 
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| 


| draw out ſome ſtraines of that k 
excellent wifedome by them, and | FE 
from them ?: - þ = 

3. Shall Philoſophers, Phyfi- | | 
By , ; oN 
 clans,Naturaliſts, and Heathens | B=0 


ſcarne - many good lefſons from | . 
them ? and onely ſhall not Chri- | 
| {titans f 

| 4, Have weebeene ſettothis 

| Schoole ever fince wee were of | 
| yeares of diſcretion , and have 
| taken out no leſſons of wiſedowe, | 
| 

| 

| 


out of this great Booke ? Or 
(hall wee-Rull looke upon theſe 
| FL 
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' of the CICA 


| tures in 


| 
generall. 
Be” ® 


The voice 


| which all of them reprove. For 


1 


| peth his bounds and bankes 


have no letters? or as illitera- | 


2 tures1n generall. 


things as on faire papers that 


ted men looke upon written 
papers ?- but not 
a word? : | 

- Know then that we may-learne 
ſomewhat /1, From all the Crea- 


2, From every Crea- 

ture 1n particular, 

The voice of the Creatures in 
| generAll, is ſeene in theſe ſeven 
| particulars. $4. | 


| All of them teach us to be- | 


' waile ourrebellion againſt God, | 


they all ſtand in their kinde and 
ſtation, in which God ſetthem 
at firſt; The Sunne rejoycerh 


| to.runne his courſe ; the Sea kee- 


—c 


| 
| 


' miraculouſly by the law of his | 
; Creation ; the Earth ſtands upon 
| his foundation 3 the Heavens 
keepe their motion ; the Waters, 


 ebbe and flow ; the very Cocke| 


able to reade- 
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| the Creatures, = T3\ | E | 
 croweth and keepeth his ap-; | 
as | ' pointed watch. Yea,all of them, 
en | turther than mans finne hath 6if-| . 
de | | ordered them, keepe the Law of 
| || | their Creation : Bur no mah | 
ne doth fo; they have all ſtrayed 
a- away from God. Man hath fallen | 
6 from his ſtation, hath ſtopped in | 
a- all his ſupernaturall motion: | 
r, | Nay, a man regenerate, as great 
n | a Diſciple as Peter, flecpeth and | 
n | norteth 1n gricyous ſinnes, and | 


| cannot watch one houre with 
his Lord.” 
| All of "them teach us obes | 
| dience and ſervice unto God: | 
Becauſe, | 
- Te All they ſerve the Lord 
| by a perpetuall Law ; the Hea-. 
{ vens declare the glory of God,| 
the Earth ſheweth his | handy { 
worke : the Windes and Seas | 
| obey him; fire, ſhow, haile, va- 
 potrs, ſtormy windes, fulfill his 
word. Pſal. 148. 8. Frogs, gralle- i 
hoppers, lice , come by ae. at |. | | 
1g”. | 
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his Word: nay, they will runne 
from themſelves, and ceaſe to be. 
themſelves in obedience to him. 
The fire ſhall not burne if he ſay 
the word : the fluid Sea ſhall bee 
a.ſolid wall and pavement: the 
River Jordan ſhall runne backe : 
| Nay,the Sun (hall ſtand £1), and 
 goe backe ten degrees if hee will 
appoint him: Fire will defccnd, 

iron ſwimme, wateraſcend up- 
ward, Now, ſhall the ſenſclefle 
creatures have ycares to heare 
their Greator,and man be deafe? 


Shall his Word binde them, and 
not. us reaſonable. creatures to | 


{whom it is given ? 
2,.. They allſerveus ervcondi- 


| - 


| 


tion that wee ſerve him;and wil- 


than wee are ruled by him 3 and 
therefore are called the Lords 
hoits,fouldiers, and armies, both 
to defend us 1n his ſervice, and 


how diſobedicnt,,. 


' 3. Their 


lingly ae ruled by us, nofurther 


_ ftoforce into ranke the rebellious 


| | 
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the Creatures, - + 
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| __ 
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| Js Their ſervice of us, is nor, 
| a motive onely, but a meaſure © 
our ſervice of him. For, 

| I. Theyſcrveus onely; ſo we 
opght.him onely as our Lord, 

2, Alwaics,night and day they 


| 


| che Lord . 


belt and ſweeteſt gifts: the Sunne. 


never ccaſe; fo ſhould wee, ſerve 


3». They ſerve us freely with- | 
out hope of reward; not forced, 
| but- moſt ' willingly dy naturall | 
 infruion : ſo bught our obedi- | 
| ence toour God, tcfbee free and! 
| chearefnll, X.2; | 
4. They ſerve us with their 


| with . comfort, influence of heate 
and light: the trees with. their | 
feeteſt and ripeſt. ſruit: the. 
| beaſts. with. their ſweete,, fat 
fleece, and. ſweeteſt /life. - So |) 
ought we the Lord with our belt 
| parts,affeAtons, ſtrength, indea- | 
vours,and whatſoeycr wee have, | 
(being his,of him,and fromhim,.. | 
5. They ſerye vs to the ywa=| 
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editations from 


ſting of themſelves, and lofſe of 
their beeing, Weeought alſo to 
ſerve our God , though to the | 
lofſe of our ſ{clyes, our deareſt | 
things and lives, Here are lay» 
mens books cnough; every crea- 
ture in his eye, hand, or uſe, rea-| 
deth this 1cflon to him : I ſerve 
thee my Lord , ferve thou thy 


—_— 
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Lord, 
Ill, | All of them are the Lords pro- 
fefſours,teaching us the inviſible | 
things of God, Row.1.20, 
1, His Eternity; for as they 
could not make themſelves, ſo| 
their maker tmuſt needes bee be- |. 
fore the things made; and con- 
| (quently he mult be cternall.. 
2, His Wiſedome thineth in | 
| the exquifite, and artificial} cun- 
| ning, in the frame of the ſmalleſt 
creature : As of the Beegor Ant, 
| Conſider the” beauty , order of 
them all; and therein' doth his 
wiſedome "ſhine : as alfo 1n the | 
variety and diſtinRion--of them, 
S0j 
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| the Creatares. 
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So in the excellent order and { 
ſubordination of them one to 
the ſervice of another. So that an 
heathen might ſay, Inwiſedome | 
hee made them all : and (hall bee 
condemned, for not ſecing the j 
| wiſedome and art of the work» | 
| man, | 

3- His power : mult not hee. 
bee Almighty , that makes all 
things of nothing; that hangeth | 
the huge valtneſſe of the carth | 
as a ball without any pillar to | 
ſapport :itz. that can bound the | 
ſea with his word onely:z that 
can ſuſtaine ſuch a maſle of crea- | 
tures ? | FLRearth 

4, - His bountifulnefſe- and | 
goodnefſe, In his endowments | 
of every creature in this kinde: 
In his large provifion'for them 
in their ſeverall neceſſities: In | 
making them all ſo good in 
|themſelves, and for our good 
and benefit. All of themcall on 


'us to taſte & ſee how good God | 
£81 
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IV, 


A 


will bee in his Pallace, who is ſo 


good to us In our prifen, Here 
bee millions of Miniſters and A- 
poltles ſent by GOD into the 
| world , to preach anto men the 
| inexhault treaſures of their 


power, 
All of them teachus todepend 


{upon him, as they doe for their | 
being and well-being y for their} 


thee, and thou 'giveſt them food 
{indue ſeaſon] and P/al. 147. 9. 
[The young Ravens'cry to him 
tor food, and hee feedeth them. ] 


So ſhould wee much more, not | 


| which 18 to knocke at the right 


| doore, and to goe to the foun- 
'taine: but alfo receive all,as from 
his hand, not fhifring for our 
{elves 


— ti. 


— _— _ "—_— 


{Lords goodnefle, wiſedome and | 


motion or ſtation; ' Pſal. 145-15: | 
[| The eyes of all rhings waire on | 


| 


|onely cait our care on him, and | 
expect all our good from him | 


i —_ 


I 


| ſhould hearez The Oxc and Aﬀe 
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the Creataves« 


(elves by unlawfullmeanes, angl | 


taking our eſtate at the hand of 
the Divell, in lying, deceiving, 


kindly did the Lord take it ar 
 Ifracls. hands, that they: ſhould | 
take his wooll, and flaxe; and | 
oyle, and beſtow ir on Baals ſer- | 
vice? Heſ,2.8, Thinke now with | 
our ſelves how diſdainefully wee 


i 


know their feeder, but wee doe 
not ours. | ed hed] 
| All of them teach us to love 
 him,and returne all fruits of love | 
to him; becaufe 

Te They are all fruits: of his. 
; love, hislove«tokens tous. 

| 2,” God loveth us better than 
allthem , whom he made their 
Lords; and ſhould not wee loye 

| hicm better thanall creatures? | 
3. All threaten us failing in | 


| our love, for that turneth them 


uſury, &c, and to returneallina | 
| ſober, moderate, and ſandtified | 
uſe unto him againe:for how un- 


againft | 


| tr —__. ——_— — 
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I 


[ 
| 


VI, 


' againſt vs, and they become 
revengers of his quarrel]: the| 


{fall before the particular 
{of themſelves. Fire will deſcend, | 
[water will aſcend, and all to hin- 


{ but trouble not one another. The 


fin will burne up our fruites, or 
deny his comfort and ſhine : the 
clouds will drown our fruits, the 
aire pinchthem, and punifh us, 

| 4. Shall every creature, of 


| 


— 


which I am Lord, yeeld me fruit; 


and ſhall my love bce fruitleſle 
untomy Lord? | 
All of them teach us uniric, 
love and peace one with another: 
all of chem doe conſpire in unity, : 
and harmony among themſelves, 
for the good of the whole : they 
preferre the good of the univer- | 


der a rupture and vacanmm: or 
emptincfle in nature. 

They all have their ſevcrall 
contrary qualities and -motions, } 


lu. 


fire doth warme the aire; the 
aire; 


tt... 


Ee 


my cattell, my trees, my $ round} 


ME 


a 
TIE 


—— 


the Creatures. 


PE te MC 


aire preſcrveth the water ; the 
water moyſteneth , and _maketh 
| the earth fruitfull : one element 
18 2 good neighbour to another, 
though never ſo contrary in-qua- 
lities.They have all their ſeverall 
degrees and differences ; ſome 
high, ſome low , ſome light, 
ſome darke. The ſaunne excelleth 
all the ſtarres in ſplendour z the 
ſarres , 'one differ from another 
in glory : Gold excels among: 
mettals, In the ſenſible crea- 
tures, the heart and vitals are 
moſt noble ; yet nature hath fo 
ſowdred them together, as there 
is nodifdaine,no contention; but 
ſuperiour creatures are bound to 
the infcriours, and communi» 
cate themſelves in governing ; 

groeny.—31 — | 
obeying, Nay,they all conſpitreto| 
ſer 2. dy mans happinefſe and 
| welfare. So ought we to preferre 
the publike , before the private 


good of our ſelves; and be helpe- 
$4 full 


—_— 


be EY 


—_—_— 


| 


} 
| 


| 


wayecs, 


heavenly and carth 


O—_ 


to ſet forward the good of every 
man,and helpe up bis happineſle, 


, full to one another in our feverall 
Alſo in our ſeverall 
degrees of ſuperiority, and infe- 
| riority, bee beneficiall, and com- 
- municative of our gifts and ſervi- 
ces. Allmuſt conſpire and confent 


Meditations from s | 


| 


iy. 

| All of them nes us to grow | 
weary of our preſent ſervitude of 
fanne, and waite for our promi- | 

| ſed deliverance, Row. 8, 22, For | 
uf they (ball ſigh under our bur- 
 thens, (ball not wee our ſelves? | 
ſhall wee bee more ſenſelefie of 
our miſery, than they bee of it? 
ſhall we goe on in-finne, which is 
ſo burthenſome and dangerous? | 
Aske the beaſts , and they will 
tell thee , finne 1s an intolerable 
burthen z and takelt thou; plea- 
| ſure in finne?: Sceft thou not the | 
beaſts wanting [reaſon , ſaving 
themſelves from danger, as they 
may ? Balaams Afſe will hun and | 


nee 


world isa Scripture of God, and 


1 ſo many pages, asthere are ſeves. | 


| but full of lines; every quality 
| of thecreature, is a ſeverall let- 
| ter of theſe lines, and nolctcer 
 withour a part of Gods wiſdome 


| .' Now come wee to ſhew the 


| 


— 


the Creatures. 


[not goe forward againſt a drawn | 


{word ; and ſhall wee: againft the 


Thus the creation of the. 


ſword of the Lords hand drawne | 
out againſt ſinne? | 


the voice of God in all the crea-: 


tures, and by them all ſpeakerth | 


unto us alwayes,8& every where, | 
The whole world is his booke : 


rall creatures'; no page 18 empty, 


in1t, Thus of the creatures voice 
in general]. 


Mundl 
creatio, 
Sertptic = 
ra Dei 


Clemens. 
| 


voice of God in the particular 


[creatures which are ſo infinite| 
| in number, ſo gdivers in qualities, 
|as this diſcourſe wopld ſwell to| meditace 


an exceeding great volume : 
Therefore I will onely inſtance 


w——— 


Wn ; 
' How #0 {|} 


of the crea». 
Eres. 
 Inflance | 
ſhewed. | 


jin ſome few particular- crea- 


| = tures, 


_ 


4 


| 
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heavens, the ſun, the moone, and 


— ——_ YT 


— cures, which our Prophet here | 
ſpeciftes in this Plalme, as the | 


[ſtarres, &c, Holding theſe in- 
ſtances ſufficient ſamplers, where. 
by wee may patterne out our mc- 
ditations:; and as occaſion ſhal! 
ſerve, ſucke out the ſweet even 
-out of eyery-creature,as (hall bee 
| obyious : dealing as Geogra- 
phers, who being to contra the 
great world in alittle ſheere, for | 
| great rivers, they draw ſmall 
| lines, and for great cities, onely 
, apcriad, 
1. Tz the | The firſt particular. creature 
| heave. | thatthe Tpopact mentioneth as 

| the ſubje& of his mcditation, 1s | 
 |the heavens and firmament. In 
| which, conſider __ 

I. | How the kcayens and. firina- 
| ment. have a- voice to declare 
| the glory of God, is plaine: Nei- 
ther is there any ſpeech or lan- 
+ guage where this yoice 18.not 
-| heard,P/4l,19.3. Let us ſee what | 


leflons 


Or 


- - —— 


 |lefſons the Spirit will ſpeake to | 
\| as 1n them, _ 


1. The height ofthe heavens 


ſpan? 1{ay 40.5. 


the Creatwres. 


em 


Rs 


I. Their 


bove the earth, ſheweth the in- 192% 


finite height and honour of him, 
whoſe ſtanding houſe is above; 
[all afpeRable heavens, How | 
great 1s himſeclfe that thus 
{tretcheth the heavens with his 


2, This may put us in minde 
; of the infinite mercy and good- 
nefſe of God. So David in P/al, | 
103. 3- [How much higherthe| 
| heavens are above the earth, ſo} 
great is his goodnes to themthat 
fearehim, | 
| 3. This mindethus of the ma- 
jeſty of God. Kings have their | 
\ Palaces to ſhew their majeſty 
and glory-in : now heaven above 
is the pavillion of the Lord, Pſa/. 
104. [His throne and ſcare is in 
heaven,] | 
| 2, The matterof them isſo 
pure, ſubtile , and excellent , as 
| S mans! 
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= 
mans wit cannot reach: all this | 
preacheth the purity and divini 
ty of the workeman. 

2, This may remember us. 
[how pure that heart and manſi- 
on muſt bee, wherein the Lord. 
will dwell; our hearts are Gods 
heaven upon earth. | 

. By this we may remember, 
Revel. 21. 27, No impure thing 
(hall enter therein ; nothing that | 
worketh abominations or "hes, 
How ought we to ſtudy forpuri. 
ty and holinefle, to fit our ſelves 
for what God hath prepared wa 
use 
| 3» Theforme of the heavens 

being round and circular, this: 
may minde us of, 

I. The infiniteneſle of the| 
Maker ; a Circle is an infinite 
figure, 

2. The verfeRion of God ; $ 
circle being the moſt perfeRand 
capacious figure. Hence is faid, 
|LIn:my Fathers houſe are many 
| "manſions,} 


| 
{ 
| 
i 
' 
| 


A—E—— re 
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the Creatares. 


———— 


FE 


manſions, ] fob 14. 2. 


_— 


minde us that heaven is equally} 


| 3- Asthecircleof the heavens | 
is equally diftant from the point | 
and center of the carth : it may} 


diſtant to all beleevers and in} 


every Nation, hee that feareth 
God,and worketh rightcouſnefſe 
(hall de accepted, 

| 4. The firmeneſſe & conſtan- 
cie of it , preach the truth and 
| unchangeableneffe of him, whoſe 
onely word is the pillars on: 
which this great frame leaneth, 
and thoughthe mountaines are. 
called the pillars of heaven , Zob. 
26 11.and 2. S4,21.8, becauſe 


[ 
| 


they ſo appeareto be, yet indeed, | 


his word, power, and truth, are 


2 


the pillars. This may underſhore | 


the faith of the Saints, Doth his: 


[truth uphold the great frame of 
the heavens, and will hee not 
uphold thee ? | 

2, This aflureth us, heaven is 
2 ſafe place to treaſure in , no 


_—" OY 


_C2 theefel 
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theefe nor. robber can ſpoile or or 
deprive vs of what we lay there: 
therefore the Latins hence call it 
firmamentam.Chriſt exhorteth ug! 
to treaſure up in heaven, Fas. 6. 
|| 5, The admirable r2pt and 
| mots one | ſwift motion , and revolution in 
24» houres, which our conccits 
| cannot follow ; lcadeth us tothe 
| mighty power of the firſt mover, 
who is far more ſwift and ready 
to helpe us in our necdes: Tt gui- 
derh us alfo to that hand that or- 
.dercth the falling and moving of 
the ſparrowes, of our haires;and 
in whom welive and move, 
| 2, Itteachethusro be as rea-/ 
dic and conftant in our motions, 
and duties, as they who never 
ſtand Ctill, bur are in perpetuall 
ſwift motion and execution of his 
will, | 
| (penn 6, What anumbcrof graci- 
| f-omthem | ous meditations doe the heavens 
| 2s they are |-affoord a heart that doth defire | 


| oy a9 (tobe fruitful ? I ſeeevery where | 
CE the] 


III" CO 


theſſ} —— 


|. 


| the Creatures, 
| 


[the heavens, Ohthat 1s the place | 
whither Chriſt aſcended , and | 
where he is, which muſt containe 
-him till his ſecond comming. 
And ſhall- not- my defires bee 
there ? 


2,. It is aplacc from whence | 


-| expe& a Saviour, and (hall not 


' my converſation be there where 


Chriſt is ? Col.3. 
3. Ir is my owne countrey : 


| (there is my fathers houſe , my 


kindred, my home and inheri- : 
[rance,.my brothers-and liſters, | 
my elder brother : ſhall ncr I | 
| then eſtceme iny ſelfe a ſtranger | 
here and haſten thither ? | 


4. It isthe molt goodly crea- | 


| 


\\ture', and yet reſerved forthe | 


| 


| fire of the great day, for mans | 
 finne: ſhould not I herein behold | 
: Gods infinite hatred of fin, who ' 
| will ſet his owne houſe on fire | 
for it? ſhould not I hate and! 
tremble at finne? And ſeeing all. 
' this goodly frame ſhall bee diffol- 


| C3 7, ved, 


Meditations from | 
ved, What manner of menough| 
we to be inall manner of conver 
ſation ? 2. Pet.3.11s How richly 
| ' might wee furniſh our mindes 
| 


with matter of fruitfull medita- 
| tions , (ſhould wee thus looke on 
the heavens? Thus cannot the | 


Heathens, nor never did. 

IT. | In the Heavens, behold the 
7heught. | light, the firſt creature that God 
| made;his firſt word was, fiat lax: 
that is, letthere bee light,; As a 
man that builds a houſe, hee firſt 
conſidereth how hee may let | 
light into it ; without which it 
| WETE but a dungeon, and cave of 

darkenefle; and fo had the whole 
world bin a Chaos and confuſed 
| heape without the light from 
heaven. As no quality of bodies | 
doth -more reſemble Divinity , 
than the light; ſo nothing in the 
world of naturail things , more 
aptly preacheth unto us the na-; 
ture of God, who plcaſcrh to call 
hinſelte light : dwelling in Jight | 
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ted light, wherein ts nodarke- 
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inacceſſable, yea being himſelfe | 
that effentiall, infinite , uncrea- 


neſle at all. | 
1, Doe I ſee the lighe,, the 
nature of which no man can' 
perfeRly attaine?Fob 38.19. Tell | 
me (faith God) it thou knoweſt 
this; Where is the way where | 
light dwelleth? Doth not this 
carry my mind to Godhimſelte, 
that eternall and infinite light, 
whoſe infinite nature none could 


ever comprehend ?. wo 99 \ 
2. Doe Iſce that God made 


—— 


| beeing light it ſelfe, needed it 


not but for me amongſt others : 
how can I but admire his-care 


not the light for himſclfe; for he | 


| 


\ 
j 


dies 
ity , 
the 
ore | 
na- | 
call 
oht | 
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and goodnefſe? how can I Chooſe 
| but gather what light and com-| 
| fort 15 in himſelfe, who hath pur 
| fo muchin the creature? and riſe | 
| by itro his Divinity , who (as 

light) fo communicateth him- 

>: 

 ſeife, thar no man the lefle, 
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becauſe another more ? 
|  3-'Docltfce the light madefo 
pure, faire, cleare ,'and perfect, 
as nothing can pollute ir ? if it 
looketh into all filthineſle, it con-. 
tratsnone.How canT but herein 
{ ſee an excellent reſemblance of 
| Gods infinite purity and perfe-' 
| &ion-of his cence, in his eter- 
 nall love, in whom 1s nodarke.' 
neſfſe, ro whom nothing is more 
contrary than darkenetle ? and 
' though hce behold all darkenefſc 
and order all confuſion, yet in his 
divine underſtanding, is not any | 
obſcurity or dimneſle. 
4. Doe I fee the light freely 
and perpetually commnnicating | 
it ſelfe, and diffuſing it ſelfe to. 


| all men, Icannotburſce GO-D 
 kimſelfe , alwayes abundanriy | 
communicating himſelfe with 
all men , either by the light of| 
nature which is the chiefe orna- 
| ment of a man, or by the light of| 
| grace, Which is the chiefe beauty 
of / 
| 
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5. Doel feethe light alway 
| like it felfe, never communicas» 
| ting with darkenefle,but fighting 
againſt darkenefle, and irrecon- 
cileably refiſting it ? Even ſomay 


[ 


 alwayes the ſame, and ever like 


| | and actionsznever favouring, bur 
| fighting again{t darkenefle, and. 


 ruptions, which are as clouds, 
ſometime getting: betweene the | 


| 
| comforts of his beames from us. 
| 6. Doe I ſce light driving 
| 

| things that were involved 1n 
| darken fle ; producing. things 


[ conceive God to bee one, and | 


himſelte, in his nature, words, | 
works of darkneſle, finsand cors | 
light and ns, and hindering the | 
| away darkencfle, diſtiriguiſhing | 


| out. of darkeneſſce and ſccrecy ?|: 
How can I but contemplate; that | 
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day diſcover all things that are 
in darkenefle,and bring all ſecret 
| workes, words, or thoughts, and 
{cr them ina cleare light > No- 


cruth ſhall at laſt prevaile againſt 
all errour, powers, and wicked 
oppoſites ſet againſt ir. Beſides, 
light leadeth mee to Chriſt the 
light of the world : Bur of thar | 
more conveniently in handling 

the great light, the Sno, {| 

7. How can I behold fo noble | 
a Creature without ſome uſe 
concerning my ſelfc ? 198P | 
1. Doe Iſcea mancannot ſee | 
| light wicbour light? and can 1 


ing #115 3:f<il-: 
' _ 2. I fee the more light the| 
| Creature hath, the more excel- 
lent, profitable, and uſefull ir is: 
| the ſtarres more excellent than 


thing is ſo ſecret which ſhall not | 
bee revealed ; and God and his | 


| know God without Gods teach | 


{tones for their light, the Sunne 
than the ſtarres: Of ſtones, the! 
more 


| | grace I can get, ſure the more; 
{ worthy I am ; and of others, as 
| they excell in FE ay". and 


| 


| ments? 


| 


: a; : 
A Wands", 
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| the Creatares. 


| more light.and ſhining, the more 
price, and value, and vertue are 
chey of. So ſhould I thinke of my 
 ſelfe, the more light of God and 


grace fo ſhould I thinke of them, 
as of ſtars which differ in glory 
according to the proportion of 
cheir light. SEO 
3. 1 ce the greater light ob- 
ſcure the lefle : and ir is abſurd 
to light'a candle to the Sunne, 
Why | then ſhould I ſticke unto 
worldly wiſedome , - worldly 
comforts, earthly contentments, | 
whichare as candles rothe Sun : 


the great light" of the day of | 


heavenly. wifedome.,, ſpiriruall | 
comforts ,- durable: content- 


4, I ſee the light bringeth 


comfort and refreſhing , draws | - 
| eth all eyes unro it, all Creatures 


| 


| 


| 


{| follow it; but hatefull Bars and | | 
| Owiles, : 
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| ſoule? Why ſhould not this light 
| from the ſleepe of fin and luits ? 


| ſucccedeth, 1n darkencfle none | 
can ſee the way before him. O | 


| the Lord, my light, can: and will 


 Owles,&c. When I have flcpr all] 
night; the light. wakeneth mee, 
raiſeth mee to the ations of the 
| day. Oh-what joy bringeth .itto| 
the ſoule , when God ſheweth 
 himfſclfe lightſome toir? Chould 
not his glorious light bee the 
ſweeteſt objcR of the eye of my 


——— 
— —__ 


awaken my. foule and raiſe mee 


Tflight goe away , darkenefle| 


therefore why ſhould not I lay 
faſt hold of the Lord, who is my 
light, and walke in his light; by 
' which alone can hold theplaine 


E—_ 


—_— 


| and dire& way to-cternall life | 


and light? + 
5 . I ſcethe light in an inſtant | 


19 ſuddenly diſperſed from one 
fide of heayen to. another.,If 1 | 


— — tt. 
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preſentingit ſelf, as the lightning | 


ſuddenly 


— — 
_—_—_—_————————— 


| | Thus we muſt be wary & walke | 


__ Creaares. 


joy and comfort to my foule. 
6, Was I darkenefle? now I 
am light in the Lord, that 18, ci;- 
lightened by the. Word of trath.! 
| 2; ” Enlightening others by holy} 
| | inſtruktion and+ converſation. | 


as in the light,. 
In the Heavens conſider wee 
all the light bodies, 


__— 


|  astheq<2. Moone, 


bring much light to the eyes of 
the minde ; and though we have 
in- ' the: Church a * ſupericur! 
 meanes by the voyce. of. the 
Scriptures ;.yet wee may.not de-/ 


noone is brighter. 

Qxeft. But why doth the Pro-| 
phet here not mention the Sun, 
but the Moone and Sars ? 


Hof. When a man bcholdeth! 


ſaddenly preſent himſelfe with, 


- Theſe righely confidered will | 


\ I. SUNNG, .. | 


ſpiſe the day breake, becauſe the | 
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the Moone and Stars, the Sun ig 
abſent, as in the night. Itſcemes 
it was his manner to walke forth | 
inthe night ſeaſon, to behold and 
contemplate the Lords great- 
nefſe and goodnefle , in theſe 
ſervants of the night: and wee 
ſhould finde ſome timcs of the 
night not unfruitfully ſpent, if 
wee would take-up his practice, ' 
But if the glory of God ſhine fo 
much in theſe obſcure lights : 
and if David could foteach, and 
admoniſh his heart by them : 
how much more by the bright. 
neſſe of the Sunne? And if David 
by day looke upon the Heavens, 
as P/alme 19.1. hee can ſay, The 
Heavens declare the glory of 
God, becauſe 'in them he hath 
'ſet a Tabernacle for the Sunne, 
which commeth forth as' a| 
| bridegroome out of his cham. | 
ber., arrayed with nuptiall and 
glorious garments; «turning all 
- eyes towards him;and as 
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. ills. ants. A. 


| being an. hundred fixty 


) the things created, 
2. When I behold the pul- : 

| brigbtxeſſe- 
| | 


the Creatures. 


{trong and ſpeedy to make a 
ſwift and long courſe, ſuch as 
even our thoughts want wings to 
follow. | 
1. WhenlI behold the Sunne| 
in his wonderfull magnitude, 
and fixe 
times(at leaſt)bigger than all the 
vaſt body of the earth 3 how can 
I chooſe bur bee ledde unto the 
Lord? and fay,Great is the Lord, ' 
great 1s his power , and there 1s | 


—_— 


tor of the Sun and Heavens, than 


chritude and brightneſle of the 
Sunne, which is ſuch as blindeth | 
and deftroyeth my ſight , astoo 
weak to behold it; what infinite | 
lightand brighencfſe muſt T con» 
ceive in the Father of lights'; in 
that bright and eternall Sunne, 
who neverſetteth , in whom 1s ! 


no end of his. greatncfle. For, 
how..much-greater is the Crea- 


1 


no ſhadow of change ? who can 


bur] 


TI. His 
maemiude. 
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| fund Rill, or runne backe: I muſt 


| Gods word, as a foule, giveth life 
| to my ations, my motions, and 


_ Creatour ? 
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in his motion , never ſianding. 
ſtill but by miracle, never flack- 


—— 


' ping the ſame pace; ſhould nor I 
| learneto bee.conſtantin my mo- 
tion, never to beeidle, or make. 

[op in my courſe or duty ? 
{ 2. When Iecthat God him- | 
ſelte and his Word 1s as the ſaule 
and ſpring of the Suns motion ; | 
hee commandeth him to come 
forthas 2 Gyant to run his race z|. 


{by a word command him: to | 


learne hereby to bee ſure, that 


p 


courſes : I muſt move where his | 
word bids me, I muſt ſtand, and. 
be-every thing at his word. 

3. When Ifee theSun in his 
motion keepe his bounds and 20- 


diack,). 
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but berc admire at the majc ty of 


, 3.When I hehold the Sun ever. 


ing his motion, but al ay'cs kee- 


hce can ſtop him-in his race, and | 
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owne line, but preciſely keeping | 
his courſe, and' not ſo much as 


| learne hence to containe my ſelfe 


and his command ?- 

4.W hen 1 ſec the Sun in all his. 
motions carry heate, light; com | 
; fort, and direftion , and is the | 
 chiefe ornament of this inferi> | 
our world; and that he gocth no 


for him: ſhould not I inallmy 
| | courſe, ſtrive tobee profitable ? 
| and by the light of my conver- 
| ſation bee comforting, direfting, | 
and ſhining to others in good. 
workes? And when Ifce the Sun. 
impart his light , and ſhine un- 
| partially on good and bad, I'muſt : 
| learne to doe goed toall, good, | 
bad, friends, enemies;' envying 
my light to none , no inore than | 
| the Sun doth his to any, 

 - 4. Doel ſeethe Sun feteve- 


| ry 
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diack , nevergoing without his | 


ſugging therein, muſt not Tf 


[9 within the bounds of my calling, | 
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where but the world 1s better | 
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ſee the eclypſe of heavenly light 


«| {curing light bodies: for ligh: 


day, and rife every day? Salo- 
' mon would have me fee therein, 
| my owne miſery and vanity, 
| Eccleſ. 1. 4. Thus hath the ſunne 
continued his courſe for many 
gcncrations ; But I rife but once, 
and have bur one day of naturall 
lifeallotted mee : and if my ſelfe 
| and others once ſet, and the 
night of my life bee come, there 
is no more returning to this 
life . 
| $5. Ifcetbis glorious ſun ſome- 
| time clouded , ſometime cclyp» 
ſed; and this calleth on mee to 


In my ſelfe ; my ſin hath reached 
unto heaven, and often inverteth 


| even the order of nature in ob- | 


| bodies not to ſhine , 1s beſides 
their nature: As inthe death of 
Chriſt, God would let the world 


{ce her finne, in crucifying the 
| Sonne of God, Never fee the 


| 


|funne hide his comfortable pre-| 


ſence, 


| 


| 
EN 


| 
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| 
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| 
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ſences bur confeſſe thou deſerveſt 
never to ſee it any more. - 
6.. I ſee fomerime the ſunne 


by kis extreame heate, ſcorch |; 
and burne up the plants & fruits | 


of the earth. Herein our Lord 


| in the Parable , hath directed 


| 


| which often ſcorcheth 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


mans eye to behold the perſfecu-. 
tion and afiition of the Church, | 
the 

greennefle of grace, and maketh 


many profeflors wither and fall | 


away, Cazt.1.5. Iamblacke, for 


the ſunne hath looked on me:and 
indeed, | 


7. The ſunne doth' not more 
ordinarily or dayly ariſe, than 
perſecution dayly waiteth on the 
Word. I; 

2. As the ſun-beames diffuſe 


and diſperſe themſclves into e- 


very place; and no mar can hide 
himſclfe from the hcate of the 


| funne, Pſa/ze 19. 3. So doethe 


beames of this {unne of perſecuti- 


on, dart into every place where | 


the 
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the Sunne of grace ſhineth in the | 
Mn | ' Church. No godly man can hide | 
WM! | | himſeife from the heate of this| 
=: | | Sunne, but one time or other 1t 
will finde him our, 

3. The Sunne hath not more 
| beames to ſcorch, and dry up 
| the moyiture of the earth , than 
E-  Sathan and the wicked world 
1 have to dry up the moyſure of | 
TD grace , where it 1s not ſound ;| 
1 ſometimes: by armies of inward 
| | and ſpirituall temptations, ſome- 

times by open tyranny and hoſit- | 
 lity, That isnot' atruemarke of 
 atrue Church, which Bellarmine | 
defigneth, outward ſplendorand | 
j | proſperity, but the Crofle and 
| Perſecution, 
7. His ve 7. But above all other, the 
ſemblance | ſweeteſt uſe of the Sunne. is to 
zo Criſt | ſee in it J:ſus Chriſt the Sunne 
On of of righteouſneſle, Mal 4.2. Rev. 
| righteonſ- | 
ace. 1. 12. For, 6 
1, As there 1s but one Sunne 


| in the hetvens, ſo but one ge | 
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| of righteouſneſle , the onely be- 
| gotten Son of God, F9h.1.14.and 
2s this Sunne is not onely light, 
but the fountaine of light , and 
in it (elfe a body of moſt ſurpaſ- 
| ſing and ſhining light : So Jeſus 
| Chriſt is light in his eflence ; an 
heavenly light as the Sunne, a 


| | light that none can reach or at- 
| taine, the light of the world; as 


; the Sunne 1s a light in whom is 
'no darkenefle : ſo his face ſhi- 
neth as the brighteſt Sunne, Rev. 
'1. 16. andas inthe middeſt of 
Planets, inlightencth thoſe that 
| are about him. 

| 2, I ſee of all creatures, the 
 Sunne molt admirable, all the 
world admireth it. A great part 
doe idolatrouſly adore it, And 
'the whole Church muſt admire 


| 
| 
| 


| of heaven adore him , as tenne 
| thouſand times paſſing the Sunne 
of the world. For, 


— 


| her Sunne; yea, letall the Angels | 


| T7, That is buta meete crea» 


| ture, | 
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{ darkened , and though it rife 
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rure, though very glorious : but 
| this is the mighty God, the ma- 
ker of that, 
2, That ſcrvcth the outward 


—__— —___ 
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this the inward man in things 
ſpirituall and eternall. 

3. That rifeth and ſhineth on 
good and bad : but this onely on 
the good, onely on his Jcruſalem, 
Eſay. 60.1, 

4. Thar riſing, obſcureth the 
ſtarres, but this inlightencth all 
| beleevers, who by his preſence 
ſhine as lightes in the worlds 
| darkneſſe, Cs 
5. That may bee eclypſed and 


le. 


Cs oe] 
| 


man in things of this lite. But | 


every day , it every day ſetteth : | 
but this ſunne of the Church 
beeing cternall, (hall never loſe 
or leflen his ſhine and glory; and 
once riſen , ſhall never ſet more. 
Eſay. 60. 20. 

3. Iadmire the ſunne for his 
purity and piercing nature z the 


ſunne 
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lun is zwwigSmap}, of many eyes, 
who diſperſeth from himſelfe on 


ture: and none can hide it ſelfe 
from this great eye of the | 
world ; and ſopure, that looking 
| on all filthinefle, contraReth 
none, But how much more am T- 


of Chriſt, whoſe moſt piercing 
eye none can avoide : for all 
things are naked to him, with 
whom we have to deale : and fo 
pure 1s this ſun, that though hce | 
| was borne of finners, lived and 
converſed with finners,'yea,dicd 
with and for ſinners, and as a fin- 


to admire rhe ſurpaſſing purity | 


all ſides, infinite beames of light, 
as ſo many cyes on every crea- | 


| ner, yet no man could juſtly ac- 
caſe lim of ſin, but. hee remained 
in his nature and life purer than | 
the ſun in his trength. And muſt 
not the Saints imitate this their 
| Sun , though they live amongſt 
finaners, and ſee much foule be- 
| hayviour amongſt men? yet to 
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: Cant, 3.8. | 


| 


| 


as a Gyant to run his courſe, and 
' maketh ſuch haſte in. his way, as 


| generation. | "Bl 
! 4- Ibchold theſunne, amoſt 
powerfull creature ; for though 
his body bee in heaven, yet his 
comfortable beames reach to the 


| 


keepe themſelves pure in the 
. | 
| midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
| 


| extreame parts of the earth, 
May I not now behold Jcſus 


and aſcended thither in that his 


and power, preſent with his 


Chriſt becing in heaven bodily, | 
| fleſh ; yer by his ſpirit, grace, | 


Church,in all parts of the world 
unto the end ? Mar.28.20. And. 
as the'Sun rifing, commeth forth 
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ns.created force can hinderhim: 
So.this powerfull Sunne of his 
Church, makcth haſte in his way 


to her ;all created power of men | 
and Angels, cannot hinder.him. | 
[He skipperh over mountaines & 
hils 1n his haſte unto her. ] 


5+ What comfort have we'y 
"> 
a | 
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Wi che famne; and ſhall wenot have | 


Þ |the dackinets of the night? and} | 


the Creatnres. 


" ſame in Chriſt ? | 
Doth the ſun drive away | 


doth not Chrit the thicke 
miſts of ſinnes, the darkenefle of 
1gnorance; errour, wrath , dam-| 
nation, and of hell i it ſclfe? Bur 
for the ſtan cf the world , were a 
perpetuall night ; much more: 
by the abſence of this ſunne of 
righteouſneſle , were xt ſointhe 
Church, 

. 2, Doth the ſun by hisbeames| 


i 


we can doe, that can be accecpta- 


| 
| 
| 


grace, direAing us, worke in us 
| ſpiriruall and heavenly life, What 


| D 
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oive direQtion for this naturall | 
life? &c. Sodoth Jeſus Chrift by ; 
his beames of wiſedome and| 
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can a man doe commendably 
without the ſun ? So whar is that | 


| ble without Chriſt ? 

« 1s the ſun under God, the 
life, quickner, and comforter of | 
the workd,otherwiſe dead? & ſec | 
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| we not Chriſt quickning all the 


| | doereflebacke on himſelfe ? 


| of his Church , ard changeth it 
[1ntoa ſharp winter of adverſity, 
| All vicifſitudes and changes of 


| ber of duties, As; 


ele, dead in fins and treſpaſlez, 
warming them with beames 
his love, which as ſunnc-beameg, 


4. Doththe ſun make and pre- 
ſerve the ſeaſons of the yeare, 
"Summer , Winter, Spring, Au. 
tumne ? See Jeſus Chriſt, having 
all ſeaſons in his hand z the ſecc- 
time of grace here , that harveſt 
of glory hereafter. Hee appoin- 
'teth the ſummer and proſperity 


the Church , are appointed by 
his wiſedome , Daniel 2. 21, 
Whence wee may learne a num- 


1, Doeall creatures rejoyce 
in the fun , but hateftull Bats and 


Jthrive and proſper inthe ſunac, 
| Dazy, Turncſole? &c,Should not 


Owles? doe they follow the ſun, 


turne afterrhe fun,as Mari-gold, 
of 


No! 
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new creatures draw neere and | 
tollow this Sun to proſper in it ? 
Doe we open our windowes and 
doores totake inthe beams of the} 
ſun , and not open the doores of} 
our hearts for the Word, that 
the beames from Chriſt may in- 
Au. | lighten and warmeus? _ 
vine M8 2+ Whenthe ſun rifeth, men} 
wed lgoe forth to labour. When| 
rveſt | Chriſt our ſun is riſen, and pre-| 
z0in- i ſent in his offers and ordinances, 
erity | we mult workeand walke before ; 
Ml the night come, 
M 3- Mcninthe ſun walke up- 
i rightly : in a miſty night to 
| ſtumble and fall, is more hurt 
than ſhame z bur ro fall at noone, } 
is headdinefle or diſtemper. So 
toſtnne againſt ſuch alight,in the 
ſun-thine of the Goſpell, is farre 
more ſhamefull, than in the 
night. ET 
4. Sce we men in the Sun doe 
old, ſi decent things ? aſhamed of 
dnot\things unſeemely or unlawfull , 
| 'D 2 becauſc{ 
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(twilight: Papiſts, Arhcilts, &c, 


| obſcures all other lights; and if 


{ 


not the ſunne-ſhine darken the no 
'moone ? Zacheus, ſo ſoone as 5c [cf] 
' got Chriſt into his hearc, pre-M 


| 

| 
becauſe all cyes are on them» 
and themſelves arc in thelight? Þ 
Should not this teach Chriſtians 
rowalke in their ſunne 2 Let the 
theefe cover bimfelfe-with dark- 


neſſe:the aduliterer watchfor the 


k 
| | 
4 


perſevere to do ſhamefull things 
without bluſhing. Let our Sun 
{ make us aſhamed of uncomely 


-Jor unconſcionable things:Let notW © 


{men ſec us runne naked in the 
| fun-ſhine, f 


| 5. Wee ſeethe greater lightri 


| drownes the lefſe, and the funneM by 


men havethe ſanne,they care but 
little for the mocne. Let ir teach 
the ſoule , cloached with Jeu: 
Chriſt the fun, to tread the moot 
under feete, Reve!. 12. 1. that 1s, 
things carthly and murable: ſhall 


ſently giveth halfe his goods 4 am 
the 
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1 | 
| halfe makes reſtitution. Bat | 
| men.that admire the mooneg are 
| ſurely in the night (till. If the 
| ſunne. appearethy the moone dif- 


ht ? 
jans 
the 
ark- 
r the 


&c, 
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the poore, and with the other | 


appeareth. 


Moone , that other cye of the | 
world, and Queene of heaven. | 
Grace will draw much light to| 


| our ſoules our of this. 


The confideration thereof will | 1. 
leade us to ſee our owne impus | 
rity; for though 11 it there bee 
brightneſle, clearenefle, &c. yer; 
a!l is darkeneffe compared with | 
the ſunne, So whatſoever excel. 
lency there. is in us., it 1s meere.| 
darkenefle in reſpe&t of Chriſt, | 
the fountaine of all excellencies, 
This uſe Job made thereof, cap. 
25. 4,5, ſhe moone and ſtarsare 
not pure in his fight, how much : 
lefſe man, aworme? 2c, 


It. 


; | | 
Now come we to conſider the | The Moon. 


In beholding. the moone, I | The Moore + 


am taught to conlider the image, | 
+ 6 of 


I. 


| reſembleth | 
| the Church | 
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Meditations from | | 
of the Church on earth. Canr.\|ſ 
| 6.10.| Who is faire as the moon, 

1, As the moone borroweth 
all her light from the ſun, where 


| by (hee ſhineth : fo doth the 
| 
j 


” -- -- © 99 _}! 


'Church receive all her endow. 
' ments from Chriſt the ſonne of 
 righteouſneſle, and fountaine 
light, in whom they are origi 
# nally, Hence Chriſt is called the 
light, Zobn x, that is, that very 
£; light and true light ; the Church 
Hh being onely a witnefle of this 
3 light in him , as the moone is of 
the ſun. This conſideration may 
| \ teach us two things. 
| T,, Tr may humbleus, inthat 
all the light wee have, it is but 
borrowed : wee of our ſelves arc 
| | but darkeneſſe, What have wee 
| which we bave not reccived? | 
| 2+ It teacheth us to depend! 
ſo farre on the light of thc 
! Church, as wee are ſure (hee bor: 
roweth her light of Chriſt. 
Therefore to give the Church | | 
aurhorit!!Þ|8 *- 
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| authority over the Scriptures, is 
as if one ſhownld ſend the fanne ro 
the moone for lighr ; therefore 


| the formall obje@t of faith. 

2; The moone ſomewhat doth 
reſemble the ſunne 1n ker light, 
motion , figure, and influence, 
and vertus over hearbes and 
/Plants , &c, The. moone allo is 
led by the ſunne, ſhee followeth 


| 


Chriſt ſhould ſtand in confor- 
[mity to the Sonne of God ; wee 


11n our motions, and follow the 
example of Chriſt , whois gone 
before us, 

3. Ast 


here is in the moone 


'timedarke, ſornciine lizht ; ne- 
'ver looking on iaferiour bodies, 
' with one face ; Conſtant in no- 
| thing , but inconitancy. So the 
| Church on carti 1s oft changed, 
| ſometime ſeeming more glori- 


the voice of the Church is not: 


his circle. So cyery member of | 


ſhonld be fraicfull and profitable.) 


; 


| many changes, eclypſes, ſomes. | 


_— 


| 


| 


| 


| 

' Feelrſpr 

' [#4 babct 
tempora, 

| VR, perſe- 
CULLORY , 

pacr, FC, 
Amb. Rex. 
(10.4-64pe2. 
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ous, ſometimes lcfſe : as the ſun | 1 
of rightcouſnefle, Jeſus Chriſt 1s |ÞM | 
farther or nearer unto it in his] | v 

gracious preſence and ſpirit. ||} 
| This meditation, Saint Ambroſc |} | f 
. MEN did muchruminate. 'E 
$-:-,, | 4+ As the moone when ſhee | I 
{| luna deffce- appeareth not unto us, but is in| | c 

{ 70, [ed 04 | darkenefſe, hath both light in| 
(4: f14t:00- | her (clfe, and light and beauty\ | © 
| eyes” | from the ſunne; Sothe Church|Þt | c 
cre | ay be obſcured, and diſappearc| I | a 
{oe}, | to our fight; butat the ſame time| I |! 
| 0104 lune | 1t hath not onely a beeing, but a| If |* 
0g \ communion, and enlightening | Þ \! 
| 146 an fute | FO Chrilt her ſun :Chriſt is as| If | c 
| ger;e, |A faichfull and skilfull Pilote, the | I | © 
f Church as a ſhip, the world as|Þ |! 
the Sea; and Chrift hath promi-| I | 
fed not to leave his Church in;Þ |t 
| | this dangerous Sea, but to bring 'F \ 
| | her to the haven fafe, Saint |t 
| Ambroſe followeth this medita ( 
' tion thus, The moone may.havea| ÞÞ |« 
| diminution of her. light , but not\ Þ [! 
| | of her body :. the Orbe of the}, Þ |! 
ES eee eee i: 


5 = 


1 and earthly things, Kevelat,12.1; 


| ought wee to citeeme of the 


{ed unto- her by faith; ſhee trod | 


BY Ds; 


the Creatnres, 


a T_T i 


a. tt. —— 
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| be but in one-quarter : So tis alſo 


| with the Church. 


| In the moone I amtaughtto | 


ſet a reſemblance ofthis world 


there the meone is taken for: 
carthly, wordly things. 
I. In reſpe@ of interiority 
the mcone 1s the loweſt of all 
celeltiall bodies. So the world; 
| and externall bleſſings of it, are 
| the leait and loweſt of all; and 
\ there is 20 compariſon betweene/ 


k 


things of this world, and. give 


them the loweſt place in: our 


when ſhee was cloathed with:| 
the ſunne, that is, when ſhe had: 
Chriſt his righteouſneſſe apply- 


_ 


"the moone under her teete; that 
is, ſhee held all ſublunary thiogs,\, 
worldly, 


a—— 


mooneis wholz,though the ſhine ; 


| heavenly andearthly-things : So1 


affetions, . Hence the woman, | 
that is, the Church; KeveL 12. 15| 


I | | 
The 3400ne 
reſembleth 
this world 
its 


x. Infe 


10 


IT 


5 — 


"—_— 


| 


| 4 58 Meaitations from 
oF | worldly, carthly things, bafc and | 
'Y | low in her affections. © | 
| | 2. Mutabi.| 2+ In reſpe& of mutability and 
| Litys change: if fhee increaſe row ,| 
— | ſtra1ght ſhee doth decreaſe. as| 
E/ | faſt : if he benowinthefull,ſhe 
; | 1s preſently in the waine, ſhee is 
| | never ſeenetwonights with one 
| | face: even ſo. is the fraile eſtate 
| and inconftant condition of all | 
 ſublunary things. Now, to day | 
| full and increafed in wealth, hc-| 
| Nour, pleaſure; tomorrow in the| 


 waine,, and no appearance of 
| it : today flouriſhing in health, 
| ſtrength, to morrow faded and 
| fallen. Are not all worldly things 
of as round a Hgure as the moone, 
 unſtableand unconſtant? 1 .Foby 
| 2. 17. [The worldpaſſeth away 
and the luſt of it: ] fo doth the: 
| luſtre of it, and whatſoever is 
deſirable _ - . 
{| 3. Inreſpetof her obſcurity | 
q 3+ Goſeut and ſpots : for the moone in her| 


— — 


ee. ome. I" 
oo 


Y | chiefe brightneſſe is. clouded} 


— "OI" —_ —_— — —__ —_ 
- ht. AMS 


I Is > >_> —— —— 


| ſcureth her: So are all worldly 


| the world is ſpotted with many 


| ufe, For by Gods ordinance the 


| night, as the Sunto rule the day : | 


| of, _. 
det 


— ad. 


— 


[ the Creatares, 


2 darkenefle within her ſelfe ob« 


things: the greateſt wealth in 


wants, Cares, tcares; the higheſt 


choice and delicate pleaſures 


.caten, and very alluring baites, | 
| COVEring mortali hookes: here 


| 4. Inrefpe&t of herend and 


| Moone 1s et to governe the. 


So the profits, and pleaſures, and | 
| 


 }earthly comforts, ſerve onely for | 


in the nightof this world, and | 
vaile of .darkeneffe ; compaſied |. 


and clouded with vailes of finne 


een 


and ſpeckled with blacke ots, 


| 


| are but birtter-ſweete , moth |-- 


| | 1s nolight without ſome darke« | 
nefle. . | 


| our uſe and benefit while weare |. 


and calamities, the. fruits ther-.- 


mt... 


Ft 
8 glory with ſadde adverſity, and | 
| ſome ſenſe of miſery, The moſt 
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| 


| 5. Diſap” 
pearttge 


Of the 
flares. 


'{ her death ſaid, I am now going 
| oa place where money. bearcth 


| And by the teaching of gracc,, 


Tl The Sunne riſing, ſee the 


no neede of her ſhine: ſo when 
the blefled Sun of righteouſnefle i 


and wee ſhall walkein that blcſ- 
ſed and celcſtiall light , there is 


— _ 


Moone difappeare , and there is 


{ball riſe in his glory upon us, | 


' no more need of earthly 
| forts, that bleficd Sunne {ha!l 
 drowne and ſwallow np all the 
| lights of theſe candics, and ol 
| the Moone ir ſelfe, As that holy 


4 


| woman and martyr going fo: 


no maſtery, &ev.21. 23.that City 
'hath no necd of the worlds Sun 
| nor Moone; for the glory of God 
and the Lambe are the light 
of it, | 

 .- Now. wee proceed. to.. the 
Starrcs of the firmament, the 
hancmaides of the Queeng of 
heaven, who in their nature call 
| us all to the knowledge of God, 


com | 


Ree as. te. ME 


hn. ——_——_ 
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they 
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they all may be asthe flarre that 


| 
'F | Icd the wife men to Chrilt.. In 


| admirable e<fficaci2? and influ 
 exce ;-and allthis tobe put forth 


| POWET, foo 9, Verſes 4.7 9,10,to | 
ſcarchable, yea,marvelous things 


' without number. Adde here» | 
| unto . the multitude of them, 


| mighty armies, for the execution 
| 


| ons , that calleth them all by. 
their names. And hence wee are | | 


| 


them lect us conſider, 

The uncunceiveable magni | 
tide of them, the ſwittncfle of | 
their muticn,, their ſccrer, bur | 


or reliraincd. at the Lords plca- 
ſure_,. muil needs argue him to 
bee wife of heart, and ftrong of 


order fo great things, and un- | 


which thou canſt not number : | 
the ferce and power of them, as 


of the Lords juſtice and mercy, | 
which thou canſt not reach. All} 
this lcaderth us into the ſenſe of 
our owne imperfeQtion in knows» | 
ledge to apprehend. his perfeAi- 


= = a —_ 


called! 


an — - ——_— 
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| 


] 


| 


þ 
1 


| uſeth as an argument to confirm 


| 2.2. 224 Therefore 1s the Lord 


| Chriſt., which ſhall bee as the 
{tarres of the firmament , Gezeſ, p 
22,4 /* | 


and motions, and orbes con- 
ſtantly, and nnweariably : they 
| ſuffer no eclypſes in themſelves | 
as the greater lights doe : they | 
never deny their light unto 
{ others. By which both our faith 
may be ſtrengthened , and our 


called both to acknowledge the 
power of him that madePleiades | 
and Orion, Amss 5. 8;as allo to | 


verne the day, the Moone and 
Starrcs to rule the night, 

This mighr ſtirre up owr faith - 
concerning the multitudes of | 


beleevers in the Kingdome of 


This conſideration the Lord 
the faith of his Cnurch, Ferees. | 


worthy of praiſe, P/a/.136.7.. 
The (tars keepe their courſes, 


| 


praiſe his goodneſle, that made | 
the great lights ; the Sun to gee |. 


duty) 


"dd at caq PP — 
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duty directed The former the 


: 
? 
$ 


| 


| the courſes of the moone and 
ſtarres can be broken, then may.| 
the ſced of !ſracl ceaſe. The latter}. 


dereth not-another, oneienvieth 


=y _— —_—  — —— — _— 
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Lord urgeth to. confirme 'our 


faith in the ſtability , and truth | 


of his promiſes. Fer. 31. 35, If 


direterth us, 
I. Toſtand in our owne orbes 
with conltancy, doing our owne 


duty as fixed itarres. 744e 13. not } 


as. the ſhooting or 'wandring 
ſtarres, that is, unconſtant and 


anſtable men, carried about with } . 


every winde of, temptation , 


 dutic. 
eclypſes,ſo farre as:is poſſible, 

3+ Todeny to none our helpe 
and light that ſtand in need, 


another in magnitude, claritic, 


| dorine,luſt :-But we. mult hold || 
on unweariably in, doing our / 


2, To ſhine in grace without | 


We ſee one ſtarre differ from | 


| 


glory and motion : yet one hin- 


—_— a . FO. 


not! 
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\not.at another, Which noteth: 
1. The divers degrees of 
grace here,. For the Saints have | || | 
| diverfity of gifts, which-maketh | 
them as{tars, divers in their uſe 
{and ſhining, fire and magnitude :/ 
[yet mult not bee adverſe, not en- | 
| VIOUS, Not in pride advance our 
{eives avove others; the {tars doc 
not ſo, The ſtars have each one. 
cheirglory :. tut none of them | 
from themſelves, And what halt | 
thou which thou haſt-not reccl- | 
ved? 
'. 2, The divers degrees of 
glory hereafter , proved by the 
 Apoſile, 1. Cor, 15,41, What a | 
{ſweet elevation of the ſoule were | 
it, in beholding the ſtarres,to put | 
our.ſclyes in minde of: that hea- 
venly glory,wherewith wee ſhal] 
bee clothed ? as the Scripture 
doth. Dan.1 2.3. They that turne 
' many:to righteouſnes {hall ſhine 
as theſtarres, 
Weeſee the ſtars ſhine —_— 
teſt | 
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cet in darkeſt nights, toteach 


and excite us in darkeſt nights 
of triall, afficions, and dangers, ' 
moſt to manifeſt our light of 
faith, patience, fortitude, and- 
graces. Where ſhould fortitude 
| demonſtrate it ſelfe , but in the | 
| field and combate ? Where doe- 


| 


der the peſtle? 
Inevery ſtarre we mult labour 
toſce Jeſus Chriſt, who calleth 


| T7. The morning ſtarre, Reve!, 
2,28, And the bright morning 
| (larre,Rew.21.16, Hethat over- 
commmeth, 1I will give him the 

morning [tarre,that is,I will com- 
municate my ſelfe wholly unto 
him, and make him conformable 
unto mee in my glory : Alwayes 


head and 


' 


members obſerved, 


The morning ſtar-is the moſt | 


bright and (hining of all the 
{tarres 


ſpices ſend forth their odorife- | 
rous {mels, but in. the mortar un-. 


| himſclfe 


| 


I 


V; 


chriſt the- | 


m0Ynmg 
ſtarre, 


| , 


eg 
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| 


2 Eds | 
ftarres in heaven : ſee in it the 
moſt excellent light, and celcſti-- 


 buls Solts, and fitly ſaid to be the 


—_— ec tens _=— > —__ —  <— 


all glory of Chriſt , wherein the 
Lord Jeſus excellcth all men and 
Angels, as farre as the morning 
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ſtarre, all the {tarres of heaven. 

The morning ſtarre communi=| 
catcth all his tight to the world. 
In this ſee Chriſt communica: | 
ting to the world of belcevers all 
light of Grace and Glory, | 

The morning ſtarre difpelleth| 
the nights darkenefſe, Hence | 
conceiye.,Chriſt that day ſtarre | 
riſing in our hearts, 2. Per. 1.19.4 
who by the light of his Prophe- | 
ticall and Apoſtolicall Word, 
his Spirit accompanying the 
ſame, diſpclleth the darkencfſe 
of 1gnorance and errors, where- 
in .wee were wrapped in the 
night of ſinne, and unregenerate | 
eftate, : 

The morning ſtarre 1s antear | 


Py 
——— 


Suns harbenger, and fore-runner 
of ! 


——O—_— 


| is a nightin compariſon : But is 


| \ttarre of Jacob, Nam.24.17.Here | 


_ [oblerve, 


' 


|  theCreatares, 


"pt —_— 


| © em pr _ 
of perfeR days Conceive Chriſt | 

our morning Star, not onely dif. | 

pelling and diſperſing with the |. 


| 


beames of his light, the darke- 
 neſfe of this-preſent life , which | 


2 pledge of our perfeR day, and | 
future glory | who in the mor- 
' ning of our common reſurre&ion | 
will Chew himſelfe to all his | 
Saints in ſurpaſſing Glory and 
Majeſty, above the perfe light 

of a thonſand Sunnes, Thus wee | 
ſee the uſe of the Starres in their | 
naturalluſe excellent and uſefull; 

but in ſpirituall and ſupernatural! | 
 farre more to the Chriſtian and | 
Beleever, | 


| 2, Behold Chriſt termed the 


1, Theoriginall of a ſtarre is 
| from heaven, not earth ; I muſt 
broke of Chriſt otherwiſe 
than of other men , which have 


| their osiginall on earth. But he 
18] 


chriſt the | 
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 fafely, and avoid rockes and | 


conſider thee Aire, 


OODLE oY ne, NE CY 
is the Lord from heaven, as God 
he is from heaven. 
2, Yetaftarre of Jacob. Asa' 
man of the poſterity of Jacob: 
ſo 3 muſt conceive him both God 
and man, 
+3» This ſtarre firſt riſeth in the 
horizon of Judea and Jeruſalem, 
ſee Pſal, 60. 1. and carrieth his 
light round aboutto all.nations, 
as the ſtarres. 
4+ The uſe of this ſtarre,is to. 
be a load-ſtarre to helpens to our 


haven, that as Marriners on the 
Sea behold. the Pole-ſtar to faile 


ſhelves : So muſt wee on the Sea 
of this world looke at this ſtarre, 
and feare no ſhipwracke, 

Now come we to conſiderthe 


inferiour heavens, and in theſe 
Clouds, 


Windes. | 
The Clouds. have a voice to | 
teach us , not onely that mighty 


| 
| 


VOICE | 


— ——_— . 
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the Creatures. 


| voice of thunder , which made 
| proud Pharaoh confefle his owne 
 wickedneſſe, and begge prayers, 
as Exogm 9. 21, but alſoa filent 
voice, every of them being as 
that pillar of the cloud , which 
was a ſigne of Gods preſence 


among(t his people, as Exod. 1 3. 


| 21, yea, every cloud herein 


like the cloud of the Tabernacle, 
| whereof is ſaid , the glory of 
' God appeared in the cloud, 
Exodus 16,10, I may fay as ob 
' 37. 14. Hcearken and give hecde 


God. | 
| Who is the Father of raine, 
| Zeb 38.28, thatis, beſides the 
| Lord? what power is there that 
 bindes the waters in the thicke 
| clouds, ſorhat the cloud brea- 
\keth not? Fob 26, 29, Andif 
thou doſt know who it 18s that 
maketh the clouds to labour to 
 watcr the carth,and who 1t is that 


{ turneth them about by his go- 


to theſe wondrous workes of 
| 


| 


Clonuaes 


lead us to 
God, 


 vyernment, 
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vernment to doe whatſoever hee 
commands them on the world 
for puniſhment or mercy? yet 
doſt thouknow how God diſpc- 
ſeth them? thevaricty of them, 
the wondrous workes of him 
that is perfe& in knowledge? 
Fob 37,from 11.to 17. 
Canſt thou tell how the bot- 
| tleg of heaven are filled ? how 
they being of infinite weight and- 
| magnitude, are hung as in a bal- | 
lance in the ſoft ayre, without 
any other ſtay than his Word? 
| How the windowes of Heaven | | 


| bee open to raine downe fatnefle | |} 
and plenty? P/al., 65 .12.Surely, 
"in theſe things the Lord left 
not himſelfe without witneſſe 
"| amongſt the Gentiles in giving 
them rain & fruitful feaſons, 4G, | || | 
14. 17-and much lefle among us | | 
in the Church, to whom by the 
teaching of grace, they proclaim 
his wiſedome , power, juſtice, | 


mercy, as alſo his glory and ma- |, 
| 2 S9, jcliy, 
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| greater plague cannot bee in this 


| the Creatures. 


| 


th 


jelty, who rideth on the clouds 
as On a horſe, and turneth them 
what way ſoever he pleaſcth. 

As they leade us to God, ſo 
they ſerve to afford us many ex- 
cellent meditations. 

1. Doe Ice the raine fall from 
the clouds to water the earth, & 
returneth not in vaine?//a.55.10. 
[ muſt ſeethe worke of the word 
preached upon my earthly heart, 
for the moyſtening , ſoftening, 
and changing of my heart z for 
preparing it to fruitfulneſſe, and 
preſerving ic in fruitfulnefſe: for | 
it ſhall never bee in vaine, but | 
doth the worke for which 1t is 
ſent. Never was a greater plague 


Tin Iſrael , than when for three 


|yeares and a halfe it rained not 
on the carth in Ahabs time : a 


life, than when this raine falleth 


rowes of our hearts, 


| 2. Doel ſcetheclouds to bee 
as 


not to the moyſkening the fur- | 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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jas aſhadow , and cover againſt 
the heate, parching and burning 
of the ſun « I muſt herein behold 
the Lords proteftion, as a cove- 
ring cloud, or ſhadow, ſaving 
his Saints from the ſunne of aſfi 
ion and perſecution ; which 
will burne up thoſe that are not 
defended. Pſal.g1. 1. They thall 
abide under the ſhadow of the 
Almighty. Here is another man- 
ner of ſhadew than Jonah's 
gourd. I will cun under this ſha- | 
| dow, (faith David, P/al. 121.6.) 
and the ſunne (hall not {mite me. 
by day. 
3. DcelI ſee the raine-bow in | 
theclouds ? 1 mult meditate of | 
Gods faithiulnefſe, who hath | 
{et jt as a figne of mercy and pa- 
tience: yea, I may carry my mind | 
| beyond the temporall ;z and con- | 
ceive of Gods everlaſting mercy | 
tn Chriſt, in whom I. come to 
the throne of grace, which is 
deſcribed to have a raine-bow 

round | 
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raine fall on the Jzuſtand unjuſt, | 
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round about it, Rev.4.3. 

4, When I: ſee che cloud dif i 
perſe it ſeife upon all grounds,; 
and raines fall on good and bad ;' 

[ muſt learneto diſtill my 2oods, 
nefſe to all in generallz-good and 
bad, friends and enemics. And | 
ſo ſhow my ſelfc a childe of my | 
heavenly Father, who letteth his 


Mat 5.45. 
5» When Iſee the dewes of | 


ſmall raines, which is the joy | {emble 


and life of flowers; I muſt in 
them behold Jeſus Chrift, who! 
comparcth himſelfe unto dew.| 
Hoſea 14-5, 1 will be as a dew to} 
[racl: the dew-preſentethit (elfe} 
in faire weather: ſo Chriſt is 
nears, when Gods face and fayonr 
is calme and pacihed. - 

The dew refreſherh and revi- 
veth withering medowes : ſo] 
Chriſt by his grace, refreſherth 
and quickeneth drie and dead | 


heaftg,remutting ſinnes,and 1hfu- 
E _ting 


O—_ — — 
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I] 


ww 


nn : ſodoth Chriſt coolethe 


fivpg moyſture of grace and holi- 
nefle, tomake them fruitfull in 
all good-workes. 
The dewes temper and allay 
reat heate and parching of the 


_ 


{fraitfulL.. Without theſe dewes 


57e” Wi 


_ tſaddaine: raine ſoone 
{I muſt looke to- the foundneſſe 
tof my. gracc, faith, and-comfort, | 
{chat it bee not-as an haſty raine, 
-LOr. an: heritage- haſtily gotten | 
[rhat icbec- nora the rightcouſ- 


— 


— —_— 


| morning dew, by ſun-rifing ſad- 


_ —_ 


burning heate of his Fathers 
wrath; and quenchcth the fiery | 
darts of the divell, cooleth the | 


 heate of perſecution; and all, that | 


H 
'K 


| 


ES 


wee may become and- continue 


from heaven, is no Ration 
of fruits in carth. And-with«ut 


nothingatall. P | 
| 6, I ſee a morning dew and 
dryed up: 


\nefſe of Ephraim; Hof '6. 4. a9 a 


denly vaniſhed and'gone,-when | 


is 


Chriſt and his grace, we can doe| | 


— ——— hmm ht 


the Creatures. T5 | 
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is m_ mm Fung learne' | 
co ſtrive againf ONS 

7. Jn beboktinwthe clouds, 
what a prophetable- meditation | 
were it to conſider them' as the 
{glortouscharriotof Chriſt, wher- 
in hee aſcended to heaven, and 
was taken up in the cloude from 
che ſight of his Diſciples, cAs| 
1-9. And wherein hee ſhall de- 
| ſcend in great glory and majeſty 
to judge the quicke and dead, 


— 


i 
= Math. 26,64. As alſo how ſer-| 
ae) || | viceable theclondes ſhall beeun- 
1oe\ | [£9 us, as unto our head ; when in 


[the laſt day we ſhall bee taken up 
into th cloudes to meete the' 
Lord in the ayre, and ſo ſhall bee| 
lever with him, 1 Theſc4.19, 
Now come wee to the ayre, | 0f the ayre. 
which is not in vaine, but ma 
alſo leade us to God; for it hat 
|cxprefſe impreſſions of his fin- 
gers: For, B--; 
It truely and really ſubſiſteth, | £:a4ng to | 
[though itbee not ſcene : ſo hath "v4 agg 
| | E 2 | alſo TT 4 


— 
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alſoth e Lord the maker «thereof 3 


| {the ubiquitie of GOD z for its 


ns. 


— 
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| there.Neither to thinke him far 


| 
a reall but inviſible exiitence, | 
It leadethus by the hand ,-to | 


every where , and in every open 


-placeand ſecret ,- in townes and 
fields, and wideſt deſerts it is in | 
the bowels of the carth, in the ; 
bottome of the Sea, within us, 

without us, Even ſomuſkI con- | 
ccive God preſent ,. at and in all 

places,, immediately compal-| 
ſing me every where as'the ayre. 
Nay, hath place in my heart and 
-minde, that as ſurely as 1 con- 
tinually draw the ayre. into my | 
body, heart, and braincs: ſois 
[the .Lord much more preſent. 
{ within mee, This will not let me. 


| ſhut him up in heaven , whoſe; 


in this inferiour world ; though: 
his glory & mazeſty-(hine clearer | 


p-Mence is not more there, than 


abſent, nor by walls, doores,wir- 


dowes,cloſets or chambers, kept 
| from 


| from - ſeeing or knowing my , = 
WAayES-3 NO more than ayre ; but ; 
I ſhall continually (fand in awe, - 
and fearetoofend him, 
ce the ayre, the preſerver IT 
| of my life, that vwithoutit, I cans | 
[not continue any whit, but pre. / 
ently periſhz {6 as wee may ſay 
| {of it truely, ag the Apoltle of God 
himſelfe : Jn jt under God wee 
live, move, and haye our beeing, 
paſ-| Ats 17.28, 
yre.'f| The ayre of itſelf js darke, | IV. 
and [but yer admittethrhe ſun-beames 
on to penetrate It, and lighten it. $0 
iy muſt I, a Chaos of darkencle in 
IS} | my ſelfe by nature, become a re. 
; Ceptacle of light, and recejye the 
$55.8 


m—_———_ 


'| eames of grace, from the ſunne | 
ole Of grace and righteouſneſſe, [-f 
_ ' AS$ no creature wanteth a+ Of the 
Jpn: 


| POyce to teach man ; ſo-noman-} Times, 
| 22ghtto beaſhame4 - learne,by 

{| hatfoever God will teach hims | 

| \nonglt the reſt , there is no: | 
> aimeſt any natural! thing which 
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til 
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{all uſe, nor affordeth more ſweet 
| matter of divine Meditation, |- 
than the wordes , which both 


 cauſt not ſee it, faith Chriſt ; the 


| kinder or reſi ſt, For this inviſi-/ 


poynteth 1 us out to more ſpiritu- 


leade us unto God, and intoour 


ſclves, both for humiliation and | 


diretion, 
It hath an aptreſemblance and | 
image of God in it. | 
I. In the ſubtilenefle and in- 
viſibilitie of the nature df it. No 
man ever ſaw the winde : thou 


vay of the winde is not knowne: 
ſono man ſaw God at any time, 
and his wayes are unſearchable , 
and paſt finding out. The ſwift: 
nefſe of the windes may note| 


aid to ride on the wings of the| 
 winde. 

2, In powerfull motion and 
efficacy of itz which no man can| 


ble creature, hath a mighty force 


in, tearing , reading z driving 


afore 
i D— —_— —_—_— — — 
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the Creatures, 


afore it whatſoever ſtandeth in 


raging ſeas, the ponderous | 
 eloudes, yea, the rockes and 


| mountaines, and is able to ſhake 


the very 


foundations of the | 


| earth: And who ſeeth nor here 2 | 


lively reſemblance of the omni- | 


[potent power of God , whoſe | 


arme worketh fo unre- 


mighty 


| filtably in -all the things of na-] 
[ture , yea, ofgrace , rending the; 


hard rockes of our hearts; and | 
caſting downe loftie mountaines, 
exalted againſt grace ? Whoart 
thou that canſt reſiſt the Spirit 
in man? 
3. In the freedome of bis! 


motion , the winde bloweth : 


} 


. 
j 
. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


' all the workes of nature, ſo of 


bl 
k 


where it liſteth, 7-9.3.7. No man 
can make the winde blow, nor 
leave blowing, but it mooveth it | 
ſelfe, and reſteth freely, And! 
herein ſhould wee calt our eyes 
on the Lords free working, as 1n 
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the way z trees, houſes,” nay, the 
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| things workes the ſame ſpirit ro| 


4 


c—— mona 
j grace, He will have mercy where 
{ he will ; and harden whom hee 
will. He will ſend the windes of 
his grace, and they ſhall heare 
the ſound of it inthis region, not 
.in that z in this congregation , 
not in another; yea, this heart 
| In the ſame congregation ſhall 
\ have the ſound , and not ano- | 
ther, Hee will blow a ſtronger | 
| gale, a fuller blaſt, a greater 
| meaſure of grace on ſome , than 
| on another. Hee may doe with 
his owne as hee will. And all 


; Every one ſecyerally, as hee will, 
EW es 7»: one 
. 4. Ja theſecrecy of his wor-. 

king of mighty works: the winds 
are inviſible, but worke wonders 
in every place open and ſecret; | 
| but in a moſt {kill and filent man- | 
ner:for thou knoweſt notwhence 
1t.commeth, or whither.it gocth, 
| Whereby.the Lord leadeth-us to 
' the ſecret, worke of the ſpiritin| {| 
| ___ our ff, 
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our converſion. As the ſabtile- 
| winde pierceth by the tenuitie | 
| of ris ſubſtance into every cran- |: 
{ ney,and no man can keepe it ont? | 
ſo doth the Spirit of God blow | 
inrothe very ſecrets of thy very 
| con{cience,- The womarrat the 
| Well wondered how this winde | 
could ſo pierce her , which} 
brought a found of all that ever | 
| thee did. Who is acquainted |. 
| with the worke of grace in|. 
| himſelfe;; and-hath not wondred |: 
afcer how unſpeakeableamanner |: 
this winde* hath blowne upon 
| him ? 
| 1, Whata fliſlvoice he heard | 
bebinde him, direfing him, and 
perſwading him to the good |. 
way. But ſtronger than all power |. 
of men or Angels; and'ftill fol. | 
| lowed with-inward-motton-,- to 
| provoke him further. . 
' 2. Howw after aſecrer and un- 
 knowne manner, theſe 'gracious| 
 windeshave diſſe lved the clouds }- 
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ih Meditations from L p 
of iniquitie , - and watered the | 
| carth of his heart with raines of | 
| repentance,& godly ſorrow ; and | 
| ever ſince have kept. his hcart 
ſoftened and humble, 

|. 3. Heknowethnot how; but 
| theſe bleſſed windes have dif-| 


——_ ts. heron. Att Fo - —_—_— 


perſed the noyſome vapours | 
and corruptions of his heart :-| 
| ſcattered the cloudes of ignc- 
| rance, crrour, infidelity, doubts, | 
| feares, and cleared the heavens | 
! to him; that now hee chearetully 
| deholdeth the ſun-ſhine of Gods | 
| favour in Chriſt , and walketh 
in the light and comfort of it; 
Fra ſceth nothing. Why?but hee 
Fhearcth a ſtill voyce and ſound | 
{of this winde, the teſtimony of | 
\ the Spirit, witneſſing. the pardon 

\ Þof his finnes, and his affurance| 
\ | of acceptance and reconciliati- 

| ON, | 
| 4, Heefindethaſecret voycec 
and ſound ofthe winde, making | 
| requeſts in him , with  ſighes: 
} w ich! 


ETTTE 
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the Creatnres, 


che Spirit, giveth kim breath, 
and maketh him frequent and 
fervent in prayers ; to which hee 
wagas heavie as a Beare to the 
ltake, 

5. He findeththe ſound of this 
winde , not onely as the voyce 
behinde him, but feeleth' che 
| power of it as a ſtrong blaſt be- 

hinde him , to drive him for- 


| having a faire gayle of winde, he. 
1 is a$a ſhippe under faile, that go- 


| comfortably pray, reade, heare, | 


| which cannot be expreſſed. This , 
ſecret breath and inſpiration of | 


| 


ward inthe wayes of God, And |. 
{whereas before hee was as the | 
| (hippe thatlay wind-bound:now | 


j eth as ſwift as an arrow: Hee can |. 


meditate, admoniſh, watch as an |: 
ative man in godlinefſe : As a| 
| bird flying with the winde, fly- | 
| th ſwifter.. In all theſethings |. 
wee miay and muſt attmire the |. 
{ greatacfle of God, whio hath laid|. 


} 


$ h 


up the. windes in his treaſury : po 
and' 
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| 


| 


| and rideth upon the wings of che 


| wind,P/al,104.3.and made them 
| the whoeeles.of his charcior,. 

j.. The conſideration | of the 
| windes,leadcs us into our ſelves z 


| lead us 1n-\ and that, 


1 ro our 
ſelyc5. 


| 1, For humiliation: For who 
' knaweththe nature of the wind, 
| the place of the winde, the way 
| of the winde? He would have us 
humble, not onely by the igno- 
' rance of minde indivine things, 


but even in natural. 


— 


vanity... Lord what is man ? Fo# 
7-7. 'Remember.that my life is 
but a wind. | 
-.. .. ©. incontaat as. the 
winde, a ſhort puffe which 
... .nonecanlay faſtzrhold on, 
ts than onthe winde: all hu- 
mane things areas light as 
the winde, 
2.. Suddenly paſt away | 
from us; even ſometime 
| faſooneas it commeth. 
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3. It 


|, 2, Sec in the winde our owne. 


| 


| 
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| 44at.8.26. Who is this to whom 


| 


Heh the 
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the. 
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3- Ic rcturneth not a-{ 
Laine , nomore than the | 
winde, Pſal, 78.39. He re-| 
membred , they were as} 
winde. paſſed , not retur-| 

ning againe. _ 

2, For inſtrucion : ſhall fo 


fierce a creature bee at a becke, | 


and fhall not 12... | 
I, I fee this mighty creature 
obedient and ſubjetto GOD.}! 


windes and ſeas obey ? Doe they 


teſtifie to. Chrilt that hee is the 


notice of the miſerable eſtate of 


God? 
2. When. I.ſer a-boyſterous 
winde, and tempett ariſe, .and 
' carry away light things; as fea- : 
| Carry a 
| thers , ſiraw, chaffe: I muſt take 
wicked men, on whom. deſtru- 
| tion and feare ſhall come as a 
| 


Sonne, of God, and ſhall not I 
| heare his Word, and acknow- | 
ledge him my Lord and my 
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ſhall be driven away as chaffe & | 
{feathers in the winde, P/al.1. 706 
21.18. The wicked ſhall bee as 
ſtubble before the winde, and as 
chafte which the ſtorme carcieth 
away. This was Jeremics medita- 
tion, Cap.18. 17. 
| 3. When Iſee or heare great 
windes doe great harmes , ro 
| blow downe houſes over mens 
| heads, unroote oakes, and ſtrong 
jtrees : I muſt now looke to my. 
foundation and rootivg in grace, 
 \be ſure I bee founded ona rocke, 
that when ratnes fall, windes 
blow, and ſtormes beate againlt 
my houſe, it may ſtand, Matth.7, 
| 27:. If wee builde our walls with | 
untempered mortar, it ſhallfall ; 
a great ſhower ſhall come, and: 
 haileſtones ſhall cauſe ir tofall; 
| and a ſtormie winde hall breake 
[it, Ezck,13.,11,72, 
| 4. Whenl ſee reedes and ru- 
| (hes tofied and ſhaken with eve>- 
| ry winde, I maſt looke Wy 
ita-1- 
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| every frowneof ſuperiours,every 
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| many unſettled heads, carried | 


| fayourers and admirers of things 
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the Creatures, 
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{tabliſhing. in the doftrine and, 
profeſſion of godlineflſe , that I| 
bee not carried about with every 
winde, of libertine doftine, 
every pulte of temptation, every 
frivolous humane invention, 


| 


threatning of the times , every 
croſle occaſion, as a man unſtable. 
in the grounds of received truth, 

John Baptiſt was notas arcede, 
tkaken with the winde ; as: 


 imtoall novelties, conceits, and | 
opinions, that no giddie conceit- 
| can bec broacked, but (hall finde 


 1n true judgementto bee explo- 
| red :. but labour for ſounduefſe. 


fall off, becauſe they were rotten 


or unſound at the core. Wee are 
he ſtorme. 


w__—_ 


within. We have ſcene many faire 
| Apples and Peares hanging on a. 
| tree lovely inſun-ſhine, which in- 
| the next whiſtling winde quite. 


| 


| 


| yet in ſome calme,bue t 
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lhe caſteth downe his eyes on the 


bundant matter of divine we-. 
ditation.- -Seeing then the whole. 


how ſoone wee ſhall bee (liaken, 
\many progneſticks of foule and 
tormie weather are upon us. 
Let us bee wiſe' and fettle our 


ſelves in ſinceritie of> heart , and 
ſound love- of the truth , which 


_—__—— _ . —_ 
_ 


when others ſhall be overtur- 
ned. 


(ſuſiciently by the eyes of his 
meditation: from the heavens : 


earth; in-the laſtverſe of this 
Pſalme, and with admiration , | 
faith, O Lord, how wonderfull 
is thy name in all the carth ! No- | 
thing,that not onely the heavens, 
but alſo thecarth, being rightly 
conſidered, may offer unto- us a- 


hoſts of heaven and carthare be- | 


! 
' 


| (hall hold us on our foundation, | 


| 
| 


| 


|riſcth ſuddenly, weeknow not || 


{ - Thus the Prophet 5 having | 


minde, drawne much matter of | 


fore thee,coplaine not thowwan- 


reſt | : 
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| 45" 10G ied 
teſt matter wheron to meditate, | 


| Come thengand ſce whatgreat 
| works the Lord hath donein the” 
 yoyce it hath tolead us untoGod 
and ourſelves. See Fob 12,7 © 
Confider. what barres , or en- 
ines, what mighty foundations 
uphold the mafsie ſubſtance of 
| infinite weight ſhould not fall | 
through the ſoft, thin, and com- 
paſſing ayre , where. no man can | 
make a feather hang without | 
 fome ſtay. This was Jobs medi- | 


the infinite. power of GOD, 


|thing,Z9b 26.7, The whole frame 
of the heavens hath no other 
collumes than the ayre, the ayre | 
[leaneth on the earth, the carth 

hangeth on nothing but. the 
' mightic and powerfull Word of 


4 
| 


earth , and hearken what a loud | 


tt. ll. II 
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the whole earth and ſea, that the | 


| tation , Which ledde him to. 


| who hangerh the carth upon no- | 


| From the unmoveable ſtrength | 


— 


and 


39 
The Earth. | 
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F and ſtability: of the earth, whoſe 
foundation cannot be ſhaken: we 


ſtable and undoubted truth, and 
certainty of the Word of the 
Lord, both in his promiſes, and: 
| menaces: {ſay 48. 13. My hand 
hath laid / the foundation of the 
earth: Therefore heare,O Jacob, 
he will doe his will in thee,O Ba- 
bel, &c. Palme 125. 1,2. They 
thattruſt in the Lord ſhall bee as 
Mount $1on, and ſtand for ever. 


90 Meditations from | 


may fruitfully meditate of the | 


ſo doth the Lord his people. 


of the goodnefle of the Lord , 
| Pſalme 33, 

I. Wee behold the riches of 
God, whoſe footſtoole it 18, 

2, The bountifulnefle of God, 
who hath given ir to the ſons of 
| men, Pſa/me 115.16, and made. 
it our table, prepared and furni- | 


Asthe bils compafle Jeruſalem , | 


II. | From the earth which is full | 


| ſhed with all dainty foode; our 


houſe in which wee dwell, and a 
| kinde | 


4k 
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ew es i 


" con, 
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ſe 


| 
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| our common Mother whence we 


| The ſame in the fading of 


$ ._ —_— INTY 4s — —— is, 
| ” _fheCreatwres, 91 1] 


at nn times, 


erafſe 9 and 
.decketh the earth - _ will hee 
not much more them that feare 


; 


The juſtice of God in the | 
a = the earth ; A fruit | 
of our fall and fin.and a juſt curſe 
of the barrerneſfe of- our owne 
hearts : A fruitfull land hee tur- 
neth to barrennefle for the ſinnes | 
of the inhabitants« 

From the earth wee may raiſe 
ſundry 1nſtruftions concerning 
our ſelves : 

1, Matter of humility:Itbeing 


come, and whither wee muſt rc- 
turne. Duſt thou art, and to duſt 
thou ſhalt returne, 


OE withering of grafle , 
and the mowing 1t downe , put 


kinde and liberall mother, affor- | 
| ding us all her riches and ſtore 


3: The providence of God , | 
| ils cloatheth the | 


Mat. 6, © r 


David 
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| and fo ſhouldit bee untous: who 
| would, loſe an infinite for a fi- | 


| 


| 6, 7. 
| licele, &c, but graffe. All fleſh is | 
eraſlc. This ſenſe of our mortali- 


mortalitic of men , Pſale 90.. 
Our matter 1s not iron, 


ty ſhould quicken the care of im- 
| mortalitie. *:Y 

| 2+ Heavenly-mindednes. See= 
ing the earth is but a pricke or a. 
point in compariſon of heaven; 


nite,a thing of nothing? See wee 
not the earth hiding:-the wealth - 


rich mettals,minerals, and. coſtly 
ſtones ? And why conceive not 
| we hence their nature ? Her ſelfe 
would cover theſe from our eyes, 
that we ſhould not ſetour hearts 
on themznor.tbey hinderus from 
better things,. 

3» Loye and labour after Gods | 
Word, I ſce whatpaines men 
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' David in minde of the fading)! 
| proſperitie- , . and unavoydable | 
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| of it within the bowels, all the | 
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will take to digge and fetch out 
mettals, 
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metals, as filyer, gold, &c. 
why ſhould not-I digge deepe | 
for wiſedome, and eſteeme Gods 1 
Word as gold trycd by the fire, [4 

worth much paines and labour? 19 


P YOU, 2e 4+ | | = 
4. 1 ſe the earth receiving | Bs 
ſeed, returne abundant fruit,| 3 1 
according to the coſt and paines | | Gy) 
of him that manureth it. Oh| \} FD 


| where is the thankefull returne | 
of fruits of grace, which I ſhould | 
bring+unto God 'for this colt, | | 
and manuring-of mee? Every: 
| good heart and good 'ground: 0 
| muſt doe fo, Matth.1 3.8, Every 1 
| fairhfull ſoule, as a far ſoyle, | = 
muſt bee in ſome proportion | 
| an{werable to the meanes , left 
| beeing often watered, and re-| | 


maining fruitlefſe, we bee neere a! 


£ 


curſe, &c, Heb.6. 7. 
| Wecome now to particulars. | of trees | 
Looke upon the Plants and | 4"4plants. | 
| Trees» TY 
| I, And put thy fclfe in mind, 
Pp to} 
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| fruitfull. Art not thou as a trec 


| axe to hew thee downe, and caſt 
| thee into the fire. | 


| bee firmely rooted on Chriſt, leſt 


-with the Spirit of grace, tomake 


to become a tree of righte- 
ouſneſſe , the planting of the 
Lord, 

2. Thou ſeeſt the tree ſtand 
firme upon his rootes againſt | 
windes and tempeſts ; ſee thou 


the blaſt of perſecution ſhake 

thee. | 
3- Thou ſeeſt the Tree well 

planted not onely. greene , but | 


planted by the rivers of watcrs, 
in Gods garden and orchard of j 
grace? Hath not hee warmed 
thy heart with his Sunne of 
grace ? and watered thy ſoyle | 
with fruitfull ſhowers ? Doeſt 
thou now , not onely become |} 
truely regenerate , moyſtened 


thee flouriſh and looke greene; | 
but alſo bringeſt pleaſant fruits | 
unto the Lord ? elſe looke for the | 


4-I. 


| 
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'geth forth no good fruit : No 


fruite to every. gatherer + So! 
muſt T, the more fruitfall in} 
grace, bee the more humble , 
and free, and beneficiall to every \ 
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4- I ſee a good Tree brin- 


| geth not fruirs onely, but good 


fruits.,- and an evill Tree brin- 


man gathercth grapes on thi-| 
ſtles.. By my fruits muſt'T bee 
knowne. A good and a bad 
Tree may bring forth leaves ,| 
and armes , and greenenefle a- | 
like : ſo ,good and bad have| 
many externall things alike in | 
common, as wealth, name, beau- | 
ty; yea, hearing, ſpeaking, pro- 
feſſion, But fruits from 
good Juyce and fap , are proper | 
to good and living rootes: 1 
muſt examine the goodnefle of | 
my fruites. 

5. I ſee frunfull Trees the 
more laden, the more they en- 
cline and bow themſclves downe 
nearethe ground , offcring their 
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one that can gather any thing 
from'me. | 
| '6, What -particular-car 1 | 
behold ,- and not gather, ſome 
ſpirituall fruit ? See-I a Palme | 
Tree? It is an image of A juſlt.] 
| man thriving by aflitions-: | 
_ | The more weight the more 
growing, P/a/me 92.13, Looke 
| I upon a Vine? Chriſt com- | 
 pareth himſeife to a Vine, 

\ Fobn 15. and the faichfull to 
23 | the Branches ſet into him, How | 
& | | many. Meditations may one 

E | | | draw hence? Nay, the very | 
Thornes and Briars teach us to | 
| | beware of carthly and choaking 
3B - | cares, Lake 8.14. and pleaſures 
& | which choake the Word, that 
E the ſecede of God cannot thrive 
: intheir hearts; beſides the ſight 
"Y of our finne,in the abundance of | 
4 them, | 

E | | Askethe Beaſts,and, every.one | 
> | Beaſts | of thEwillteach thee ſomething. | 
8 Jeb 12:7,Allthe beaſts on athou- | 
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drin diſpoſition, (or 53:6. And' 
thera to: heare the 


Chriſt the 
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voyce:of 


Ina Goate, a Ginking nk 
ture, ſcethe image. of a repro- 
bate, who ſhall bee ſet on the. loly 
| hand, Mat,25, 3311 1m 
_ Inthe Oxe and Aſſe; © 
our Maſter that feedceth-: us, 
"if #).T, | 

In the Horſe ain Mule, ; indo» 
cible creathres, - whocannot bee 
taught by rules; but by over-ru 
q & bridling;ſes our untaught 

refractarie nature: there- 
Gore let us not bee like them, 


Fas. 33+ 9s SENT | RP 


ledthe roaring Lyon«: :) 5; v4) 
| .n 8:-Lambe;-ſce the Lambe.of 
God that takethaway the finnes 


ſhepheard, andfollony; 
him,:Zob. I.-111 5 4 | 1 


[fand hils arc the Lotds, Pſel. 509] | 
of thetribe of Judah, who foy-| 
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In »/Sheepe , -note: then 
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Birds. 


larttouſe; whiletime laſteth to 
| lay ”P for time to.come. Avoide 
| azineſie,and idleneſſe,;and know 


<> 


NW 


|the humilityof Chrift; who'was 
[as worme andno man; P/al;t2. 
jLetithe: fame” minde 
+|Thns (hall wee uſe chenyas their 
Lords, whenwe ſee the Lord in 


mince, and in divine and fpirit-c 
'fall;contemplarion.”. 'G 


| þ- Lookron' rhe. Birds:upon and at 
{abour'the' catth;>/and/confider 
[fromthema}}3};2: bins 2 
1-284 Theprovit ceof GOD 
| they reape not, nor ſpin, and yd 
- on fed : a Sparrow falletl not! I 
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- Inthe litcle Emmet, ſcewhat. 
providence and diligence thou 


| 


chyſeaſon;Provi5.6, 7/7 | 
In the contemptible Worme, 
trodden under foote::- Confider 


| bee in you, 


[| them. And while wee'cannor be 
beyond them in ſtrength of bo- 


| dy» quickneffe of: ſenſes, and} 
| foviftnede of 
beyond 'them':in diſcourſe 0 [ 


foote;z- wee (ſhall be c 
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the nero amithout;h his + ef 
Mat, 6.26. [Are nor we beter 


chan my 2] 

2. e:Dove ,- we have 
A iffon: of patience, encthengd] 
linnecency,," ſimplicity, with 2ne 
| wrath orrevenge,Matth.1 0:26 
David mourned for finne, like a 
Dove, 
| +3; The Turtle, Crate, and 
Swallow, teach us wiſedome to 
\know'ourſcaſons, Fer. $:7.:Let 
ulearne to know chinkg.col 
_ g 

4. The Eagle, to Alie- untol..- 1” « Ty 
[Chriſt whereever he be; inidecal FRO” * 
| or heaven, Xa, 24; oF... ing he 
e! 


Fo "The Henne t 
vf chickens, pats us in; 
s mercy, in erm us,| 
") nand and ſtretching CE oing of his 
onfidet mercy over us, Aarthew 27 27. 
| Wee have no ſafety :but-under 
-GOD him ; wee lye open to prey and 
and yViu vio wkhouthim, I 
th votif. 16, 'The Raven of the: valley] 
t Fa muſt 
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litiuft 
{rheir dutic towards their Pa- | 
rents, leſt they picke out their 
_ Prov, 30.17 


ns-in minde of our Saviours po- 


{ſuch conveniences, wee muſt be 
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verty; Marth. 8.20. If we want 
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] of the Sea 
| and Fiſhes, '\ 
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| content 


ls net.or ſnare, moſt. 
| minde { to beware of 
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as he Was. 
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of filly birds i in 
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inde, which is-8s'if a bird 

haſten unto the ſnare, Prov;7.23 
:Looke upontheTca and tithes | 
[.and bcholdrthe wands DEG: 
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hefea:by-his-power, and'by his 
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ker, keepe his bounds 56 banks: 
I'muſt " aut God , ſhew my as 


dience, ſtand in my: ner 
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'5..1 ſee in the ſea a mappe 


aq | the miſcry of mans lifezit floweth 


de {| and ebbeth; ſeldome. in the: ſea | 
74 | quiet, . bur after alittle calme, a 

el tempeſt riſcth ſuddenly.So Imuſt 
| lopke foritqrmes upon this ſea of | 


y 4 8 


ws | 
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ſotroubleſome'a-world. 


ſomany. flouds and rivers-arexun 
br re tnany thouſand millions 

8cnzoy z1t4s'not dimi- | 
nA av in the ſame | 
fuldefſe;-for this! isthe riverof 
God that is full of waters, P/a/: 
| 65+ SotheLord is a fea of grace | 


iveth Ae | 


wers- rutme into 
theſca pand pajna tribute to that]: 
tbey doe receive:. So, as| 
{all is- fron God, all-muſt:returne 


4- I ſee theſca obey his ma- | 
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jcaken, as. fiſhes, inancvill ner, 


. j venly mindes. How a 
5 | will & mayeafily falloutof earch- 
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Eeeleſe 94 12. 


bis nets tocatch fiſh, Ilmay enter 


Goſpel, caſt into the fea, Faith, 
I 3. 47: and. of Miniſters . the 
fiſhers of men, M441th.4:; 19. and 
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hewed in that Prophericall viſt» 


Thus have wee ſbewed 


venly meditations, to hea» 
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of the pulling, men oat of the ſca | 
by the power and) 
preaching of the Goſpell.; as is| 


man | 
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-',2. When Lſcea Filber caſbin be 
intoalarge field of the.net of the | 


| d how| 
barn, things may miniſter: 
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ly talke into heavenly : for when 


carnall man-carth- 5 both are in 
{ their elements.. The-fire-of the 
' one, namely: the. ſpixituallman, 


| heaveth him upward, and the}. 
earth of the.other. preficth him || 
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1 ps [+ We have'ſeecne by the former | 
1 4 e8iz on- | diſcourſe , thatno man wanterh | | 
190-1 nib, per | Preackers ro helpchim towards | 
0 f 2224.4 | GOD;  Bvery Creature 'may | 
{ [13 ow bee a. Preacher to him, in whom 
BU | hoguens wy | he fpirit firlt inwardly preach- 
SIE 41} &/ewn j eth:{ and wee may take notice | 
Sit! | Super > | how barren'\and_fruitlefſe *our | 
TE 44% | mindesare, andhow frothte'vnr| { 
WF 17 ſpeeches by our owne”" defect; | | if 
God is not wanting to us neither-| I 
m-his Word, nor in his Workes, | If 
neither inthe Sctiprares; nor in 


at 
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= | the Creatures # bur is ſtillteach- | || 
1 mg, > OS DIO a 
3 and juſtly ' condemning thoſe | 
= hat in both remaine uncaught. .. 


: Wee will conclude the Freatiſe | 
; with'the words of Job z Behold: 
{ Job 26.14. | theſc are a part of his wayes, bur , 
X > \ how little a portion heare wee of * 
-| him? and who can underſtand 
his fearefull power ? 
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